
                       

                                 
   Jesus immediately reached out his hand to Peter and caught him.    

                                                                                                          Matthew 14:31  
 

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 
 
 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

                                                       August 13, 2023 
 

 

Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ,  

Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 
 

 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 
 

Choral Prelude                   Give to the Lord Honor and Praise                    John F. Wilson                                  

               
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                
After a great, strong wind, after the earthquake, and the fire; 

A still, small voice. Let us hear what the Lord will speak, for the Lord will speak 

peace. 

“Take heart,” says the Lord, “It is I.” 

Rejoice! The Word of God is near!       
Psalm 85:8; I Kings 19:113, Matthew 14:27; Romans 10:8 

 
 

Jesus calls us o’er 

the tumult of life’s 

wild, restless seas; 

day by day his 

sweet voice 

soundeth, saying 

“Christian, follow 

me.”  
 

From the hymn: 

Jesus Calls Us 

 



 

 

 

All Stand 
Hymn 30                                   O God, in a Mysterious Way                                 DUNDEE  

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
 

O Lord our God, you ride on the wings of the storm, but we are caught up in the swirl, and 
brought low by sin and evil. As once you saved your people by leading them through the 
waters of the Sea, deliver us now. The storms of life are familiar; now renew in us a 
familiarity with your mercy. Lift us up. Erase our fears. Call us to come to you, our Lord 
and our God! 
 

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News  (Responsive) 

Only the Lord can judge us fully. And now, the Lord has heard our confession. 

Trusting in God’s infinite mercy, we believe we have been forgiven.   
 

Response Hymn 159                 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem                           KINGSFOLD 
 

O sing a song of Gal-i-lee, of lake and woods and hill, 

Of him who walked up-on the sea and bade its waves be still. 

For though, like waves on Gal-i-lee, dark seas of trou-ble roll, 

When faith has heard the Mast-ter’s word, falls peace upon the soil. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

    The risen Lord brings the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share Christ’s peace with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination               

             

Psaltery Reading (Responsive)                                                                        Psalm 85:9-14 
The Promise of God’s Peace 

Listen to God speaking: “I the Lord speak peace, peace to my faithful people who turn 

their hearts to me.” 

Salvation is coming near, glory is filling our land. 

Love and fidelity embrace, peace and justice kiss. 

Fidelity spouts from the earth, justice leans down from heaven. 

The Lord pours our riches, our land springs to life. 

Justice clears God’s path, justice points the way. 

 

Anthem                                 O Rest in the Lord  from Elijah                  Felix Mendelssohn 

                                             Hailey Goodwin, mezzo-soprano 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord answers 

us in our fear and 

confusion. God 

will make God’s 

saving mercies 

plain. 

Jesus brings 

profound peace  to 

troubled souls. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen for God. 

Hear of his peace; 

hear of his glory; 

hear of salvation, 

love, faith and 

Justice! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

All Stand for the Reading of the Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                                         Matthew 14:22-33   
Walking on the Water, and Calming the Storm 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this 

time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against 

them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when 

the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and 

they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I.   

Do not be afraid.” And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 

you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water 

and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he 

cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, 

saying to him,   “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 

Son of God.” 
 

Sermon                                           Splashed with Mercy!                       Matthew Covington  

   

Responding to the Word 

 

Response Hymn 184                       Calm to the Waves                                    CALM SEAS 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                          The Apostles’ Creed 
       I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Offering 
 

Offertory                                          Though I May Speak                            GIFT OF LOVE                                                        
                                                                    Sheila Reeves and Brianna Trickey, ringers      Mike Kanan, pianist 
 

Doxology  
                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

       Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

       Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

       Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Apostles’ 

Creed reflects the 

depth and the 

simplicity of the 

Apostles’ faith.  

 

Almost everyone 

loves this story. We 

feel the Lord’s 

saving strength 

when we put 

ourselves in Peter’s 

wet shoes. 

 



 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 834                   Precious Lord, Take My Hand               PRECIOUS LORD                      
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                     Thee Will I Love, My Strength                    David Cherwien                                        

*************************************************************************

   

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 
 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

                               Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hines families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin, 

Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez,  

Hailey Gadberry 
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY August 20:  Genesis 45:1–15; Psalm 

133; Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32; Matthew 15:[10–20] 21–28.  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Ernie Small. Deacons  

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact  

them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

THE PIG PICKIN' is coming up NEXT SUNDAY, August 20, at  

10:00am at the Beard Pavilion (1061 Garvin Lane).  We will have no 

activities at the church next Sunday!  We will gather for outdoor 

worship, to be followed by our annual potluck picnic.  Please bring a 

generous side dish or dessert to share, and the meat and drinks will be 

provided!  Also bring along a lawn-chairs, etc. if you wish!   

All are welcome!  
 

COMING UP:  

AN INVITATION  Please join us in celebrating the 50th wedding anniversary of Alan and Sheila Reeves on Sunday, 

August 27, 2023 at 1:00pm—4:00pm in the Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall.  
 

SATURDAY MEALS coming soon.  The Presbyterian Church host date is September 23, 2023.  Please contact Lovelyn 

Williams at lovelynab@yahoo.com if you can be a driver or work in the kitchen or packing areas.   

 

CECELIA MEMORIAL FALL GIVEAWAY - October 7, 2023 from 9am to 1pm at 716 College Street. For more 

information or to make donations contact Lovelyn-619/368-2103 or leave a message at 270/935-5110. 
 

OTHER NEWS:     

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER will resume classes this coming week. PLC continues to take registrations 

for this year’s classes, available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds. Each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is available on 

our website, or contact our PLC director Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org  
 

THE CURRENT EXHIBIT hanging in the church gallery:  Wildlife and Nature by the Three Jays:  Julie Barrick, Jennifer 

Jenson, and Jan Trabue, photographers. The exhibit will hang until August 28. 
 

HEARING LOOP headsets (for sound amplification) are available in the narthex for those need one. Ask an usher if you’d 

like to use one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, August 13 

      8:30 a.m.     Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.     Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

12:00 p.m.    Eating Out Group 

   Monday, August 14            
         9:00 a.m.      GOD/DOG is Love  

         9:00 a.m.      PLC classes begin 

   Tuesday, August 15  
         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

         12:00 p.m.    Finance Ministry 

         1:00 p.m.      CUICHM 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

         6:15 p.m.      Chairs of Session 

         7:00 p.m.      Session 

   Wednesday, August 16 

         7:00 a.m.       Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir   Friday, August 18 

         7:30 a.m.       Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

mailto:lovelynab@yahoo.com
mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org


 
 

 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, 

pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and 

look forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)  
Joyful Noise Makers Group – Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans) 
Bridge Group – Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)  

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website 

(right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  

You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 


