
                                                                                                                              

                                                                       

A Seed-sower Went Out to Sow. And As He Sowed, Some Seeds Fell on the Path, and Some           

on Rocky Ground, and Some Among Thorns, While Other Seeds Fell on Good Soil…   

  M a t t h e w  1 3 : 1 - 9   
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Gathering Around the Word 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Prelude                                      In Heavenly Love Abiding                           F. Mendelssohn 

 

Welcome 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                
God has visited the land and watered it; greatly has God enriched it. The watercourses are 

filled, the grain prepared. 

Seed scattered on prepared land will yield a good harvest. 
Thus has God readied the land: drenching its furrows, breaking up its soils, softening it 

with showers, blessing its yield. 

The Word of God is like seed falling on prepared ground. 
God crowns the year with bounty, so the paths overflow with a rich harvest; the untitled 

meadows abound with it, and rejoicing clothes the hills.                  

The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
Psalm 65:9-13, Matthew 13:8 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

Where do seeds 

grow best? Is one 

kind of dirt better 

than others for 

growing plants 

from seed? 

God is always 

preparing our 

hearts and minds to 

hear and believe. 



 
All Stand 

Hymn 14                                            For the Beauty of the Earth                                   DIX  
                                                        

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
 

Great and Giving God: 
You feed us from the fertile earth. The fields bear our food; the grains, trees, and vines 
sustain us; and your Word falls to us as the seed of blessing! 
Forgive us for being too shallow to understand, or too unsteady to remain rooted in your 
blessing. Forgive us for allowing the cares of the world to choke the life and Spirit you send. 
In matching our lives to Jesus’ teaching, let us be like good soil, yielding an abundant harvest. 
Nourish us for lives of obedience and service. Forgive, renew, and tend to us, that we may live 
for you. Amen. 

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  
 

Response Hymn        Almighty God, Your Word is Cast                  DUNDEE 
 

     Almighty God, Your Word is cast Like seed into the ground;          

     Now let the dew of Heav’n descend, And righteous fruits abound. 

    Oft as the precious seed is sown, Your quick’ning grace bestow,           

    That all whose souls the truth receive, Its saving power may know. 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination                 

 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                 Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

God’s Word Achieves Its Purpose: Abundant Life is Promised 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they          

have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread          

to the eater,  

So shall God’s voice be heard! 
So shall a word go out from God;  

It shall not be empty, but it shall accomplish that which God wills, and succeed in the 

thing for which the Lord sends it.  
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 

myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not  

be cut off. 
 

Anthem                                If With All Your Hearts   from Elijah           Felix Mendelssohn 

                                                         Darcy Merriman, tenor  

 
All Stand for the Reading of the Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                                  Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 
    The Parable of the Sower 

  

Sermon                                                    Good Dirt                                Matthew Covington                                                                          

 

Isaiah writes about 

the restoration of 

Jerusalem. That 

promise of renewal 

continues for us in 

Jesus Christ. 

Confession opens 

the way to a full, 

honest relationship 

with God. 



 

Hymn 451                             Open My Eyes, That I May See                     OPEN MY EYES 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                          The Apostles’ Creed 
       I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

All Sit 

The Offering 
 

Offertory                                                                         
                  
All Stand  

Doxology  
                    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

      Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

      Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

      Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 712                               As Those of Old                               FOREST GREEN 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                     Lead On, O King Eternal                          LANCASHIRE       

*************************************************************************

   

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Apostles’ 

Creed is renowned 

for its simplicity, 

and for its 

trinitarian form.  

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
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Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, July 16 

     8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.     Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

12:00 p.m.    Eating Out Group 

   Monday, July 17            
         9:00 a.m.      GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, July 18  
         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

         1:00 p.m.      CUICHM 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, July 19 
         7:00 a.m.       Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)   Friday, July 21 

         7:30 a.m.       Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website 

(right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  

You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hines families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Kelly Goad 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Gadberry 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY July 23:  Genesis 28:10–19a; Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24; Romans 8:12–25; Matthew 13:24–

30, 36–43. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Fred Trickey and Ernie Small. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

THE SESSION HAS CALLED A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO OCCUR AUGUST 6th for the purpose of 

hearing the report of the Nominating Committee, and to elect Deacons and Elders to their respecting Classes of 2026.          

Elders - Class of 2026: Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, Mike Kanan.  Deacons - Class of 2026: Georgeanna Capito, Kim 

Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Sarah Mayfield, Annette Parkerson, Brianna Trickey. 
 

THE SUNDAY EATING OUT GROUP will eat at Rafferty's, 1939 Scottsville Rd., today after worship. Come join us! 
 

THE CURRENT EXHIBIT hanging in the church gallery:  Wildlife and Nature by the Three Jays:  Julie Barrick, Jennifer 

Jenson, and Jan Trabue, photographers. The exhibit will hang until August 28. 
 

THE CHAIR YOGA CLASS has resumed, on Tuesday mornings at 9:30am in the conference room. 
 

COMING UP:  

PIG PICKIN' 2023 is coming soon!  Save the date:  Sunday August 20TH - Plan to join us for great food and fun! The meat 

and drinks will be provided, and everyone may bring a side or dessert. 
 

OTHER NEWS:     

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER continues to take child registrations for the coming year’s classes, which begin 

again in August. Classes are available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds, and each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is 

available on our website, or contact our PLC director:  Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REVIEW THE HOLY COW! SURVEY RESULTS?  The report was emailed to the 60-second 

email list. Paper copies are available upon request in the church office. 
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, 

pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and 

look forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)  
Joyful Noise Makers Group – Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans) 
Bridge Group – Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)  

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein) 
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