For Young
Worshipers:

The man looks like
he is collecting
weeds. They look
itchy! All the
smoke in the air
tells us that the
weeds are getting
burned. But the
good wheat will be
saved.

We save and protect
the things we love.
God loves you!

to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn. Matthew 13:30

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green

Service for the Lord’s Day
July 23, 2023

Mission Statement: We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All.

Gathering Around the Word

Striking of the Hour

Prelude O Christ, Our Hope, Our Heart’s Desire Raymond Haan
Welcome
Jesus’ first message We Rise in Spirit and in Body
was that the Call to Worship
E"{'jgdom of God God has prepared the land and sowed the field.
ad come near. God is continually gracious to us.
We worship in

May we ripen into a rich harvest.

And become children of God’s realm, living with God forever;
Shining like the sun in God’s heavenly home.

Like wheat gathered at the harvest, the kingdom of God is near!

celebration of this.

Matthew 13:36-43




We sometimes sing
this hymn at
Thanksgiving.

But harvest is also
a symbol of
completion and
fulfillment. What is
God finishing in
you?

Adopted children
call out to their
father, “Abbal!”
and wait for their
redemption,
knowing they
are loved.

Hymn 367 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ST GEORGE’S WINDSOR

First and Second Verses Only
Call to Confession

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

O God the Giver of Life, you have made us like good seeds in a good field. You invite us to
grow toward all that you have intended for us. When we deprive others of that same
opportunity, forgive us. When we want to uproot those whom we believe do not belong,
forgive us. When we label others rather than accept them for who they are, forgive us. When
we are reluctant to acknowledge that we ourselves are a mixture of weeds and wheat, forgive
us. Help us reach out to the uprooted and rejected, the lonely and the outcast. Grow the good
in us, and in the world. This we pray in Jesus’s name. Amen.

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession

Response Hymn 519 You Are My Strength When | Am Weak JERNIGAN

You are my strength when | am weak, you are the trea-sure that I seek; you are my all in all.
When | fall down, you pick me up; when | am dry you fill my cup; you are my all in all.
Je-sus, Lamb of God, wor-thy is your name!

Je-sus, Lamb of God, wor-thy is your name!

Declaration of Good News

Passing the Peace of Christ
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace. Let us share it with one another.

Hearing the Word
Prayer for lllumination

Epistle Reading (Responsive) Romans 8:12-25

The Whole Creation Waits for Repair
So then, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, but it isn’t an obligation to ourselves to live
our lives on the basis of selfishness. If you live on the basis of selfishness, you are going to die.
But if by the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live. All who are led by
God’s Spirit are God’s sons and daughters. You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead you
back again into fear, but you received a Spirit that shows you are adopted as his children.
With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.” The same Spirit agrees with our spirit, that we are
God’s children. But if we are children, we are also heirs. We are God’s heirs and fellow heirs
with Christ, if we really suffer with him so that we can also be glorified with him. I believe that
the present suffering is nothing compared to the coming glory that is going to be revealed to
us. The whole creation waits breathless with anticipation for the revelation of God’s sons and
daughters. Creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice—it was the choice of
the one who subjected it—but in the hope that the creation itself will be set free from slavery
to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of God’s children. We know that the whole
creation is groaning together and suffering labor pains up until now. And it’s not only the creation.
We ourselves who have the Spirit as the first crop of the harvest also groan inside as we wait to be
adopted and for our bodies to be set free. We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for,
that isn’t hope. Who hopes for what they already see? But if we hope for what we don’t see,
we wait for it with patience.
Felix Mendelssohn

Anthem Lord God of Abraham from Elijah

Jeremiah Simpson, baritone



Note:

-God goes to
lengths to protect
the good harvest.
-Whatever is bad
will finally be
removed.

The Apostles’
Creed is renowned
for its simplicity,
and for its
trinitarian form.

All Stand for the Reading of the Gospel
Gospel Reading Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Another Parable of God’s Kingdom: Weeds Among Wheat

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. And the servants of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy
has done this.” The servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he
replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of
them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ” Then he left the
crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the
children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be
at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom
all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

Wheat, Weeds, and a Good Harvest Matthew Covington

Sermon

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

All Sit
The Offering
Offertory Arioso Raymond Haan
All Stand
Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Prayer of Thanksgiving

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World

Closing Hymn 265 Jesus Shall Reign Where er the Sun DUKE STREET
First and Last Verse

Benediction

Postlude God of Our Life SANDON
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WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!
For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email
our church office. www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church Staff Calendar
Sunday, July 23

8:30 a.m.  Fellowship

Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington 9:15am.  Sunday School
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody 10:30 am. Worship
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope 12:00 p.m. Eating Out Group
Youth Ministries David Clarke | -

; : > Monday, July 24
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 9:00 a.m GOD/DOG is Love
Treasurer Steve Moore ) o

Tuesday, July 25

Secretary Cheryl Gregory ) -

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins Sl).l?fgoaémrﬁ (S:hZéEaTg%?e

Custodian Cedric Whitney Looam.sp _

Clerk of Session Tim Leigh 2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting

Sunday Sexton Sara Parkerson Wednesday, July 26 ’
Sound Attendant Lillian Hargesheimer 7:00 am.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)

Friday, July 28
7:30a.m.  Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s)

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website
(right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.
You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101
270-843-4707 « www.bgpres.org



http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,
Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier,
Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of
2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long,
Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey

Announcements

USHERS: The Kernohan and Hines families

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson
LAY READER: Diane Simmons

MEDIA PERSONNEL: David Clarke

NURSERY:': Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Gadberry

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY July 30: Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew
13:31-33, 44-52.

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Catherine Reber and Kim Ferguson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our
congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707.

TODAY

THE SESSION HAS CALLED A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO OCCUR AUGUST 6th for the purpose of
hearing the report of the Nominating Committee, and to elect Deacons and Elders to their respecting Classes of 2026.

Elders - Class of 2026: Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, Mike Kanan, J. B. Hines, and Susan Howard.

Deacons - Class of 2026: Georgeanna Capito, Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Sarah Mayfield, Brianna Trickey.

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will eat at Garcia's, 1689 Campbell Lane today. Come join us
after worship for authentic Tex-Mex food.

THE CURRENT EXHIBIT hanging in the church gallery: Wildlife and Nature by the Three Jays: Julie Barrick, Jennifer
Jenson, and Jan Trabue, photographers. The exhibit will hang until August 28.

THE CHAIR YOGA CLASS has resumed, on Tuesday mornings at 9:30am in the conference room.

COMING UP:

OUR YEARLY PIG PICKIN' EVENT is Sunday August 20, at 10:00am at the Beard Pavilion (1061 Garvin Lane). We
will have no activities at the church on that morning. We will gather for outdoor worship, to be followed by our annual
potluck picnic. Please bring a generous side dish or dessert to share, and the meat and drinks will be provided! Also bring
along a lawn-chairs, etc. if you wish! All are welcome!

OTHER NEWS:

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER will resume classes in August. PLC continues to take registrations for this
year’s classes, available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds. Each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is available on our
website, or contact our PLC director Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 4th Annual Fall Giveaway is coming soon. At our Spring
giveaway, young people came looking for sports equipment, musical instruments, tech of any kind, and bicycles. This next
event was to be centered around the opening of the school year. However, we had no idea school would start so early in
August. To get items together in such a short time was not possible. So, with several members out during the month of
September, we have decided to wait until the first week of October. If you have any items you would like to donate, or an
idea where we might acquire donations, please contact Lovelyn Williams at Cecelia church, 270/935-5110. You may leave a
message, or call her cell phone, 619/368-2103. We look forward to another season of sharing with our community.

-God bless, Lovelyn Williams


mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to help greet and answer the phone in the office August 21-25. Cheryl will be away on
vacation, so if you are available for part of a day, please call or email the church and sign up! Thank you!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REVIEW THE HOLY COW! SURVEY RESULTS? The report was emailed to the 60-second
email list. Paper copies are available upon request in the church office.

SMALL GROUPS We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve,
pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and
look forward to having more. Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members:

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse)

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen)

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix)

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh)

Neighborhood Group (1% Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts)

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington)

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.)

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)

Joyful Noise Makers Group — Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans)

Bridge Group — Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein)



