For Young
Worshipers:

The Unites States of
America stands for:
+Fairness
+Freedom
+Opportunity

You can be a good
American by loving
these things, too.

Psalm 111 is known
as a wisdom psalm.
In the tradition of
biblical wisdom, it
teaches how to live
the Good Life.
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The Declaration of Independence

Service for the Lord’s Day
July 2, 2023
Gathering Around the Word
Gathering Music Ruth Brown

Striking of the Hour

Welcome

Prelude Chancel Brass
Marshall Scott, trumpet Troy Puckett, trumpet
Tanner Stuppy, trombone Jim Stites, trombone

We Rise in Spirit and in Body
Call to Worship
Praise the Lord.
We will thank the Lord with whole our whole heart.
Great are God’s works, and they are studied by all who take pleasure in them.
Honor, majesty, and righteousness: the Lord’s works are gladly remembered.
The praise of the Lord endures forever!
God’s praise endures forever! Psalm 111:1-4, 9-10



We see the grandeur
of our national
vision; but we admit
that we struggle to
be conformed to
these ideals.

God calls us to
holiness, but we are
not holy.

The Book of
Proverbs claims that
“the fear of the Lord
is the beginning of
wisdom.” Leaders
and nations do well,
when they accept
God’s sovereignty.

From All That Dwell Below the Skies
First Verse

From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, in every tongue.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Hymn 327 LASST UN ERFREUEN

Call to Confession

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Unison)

God of heritage and history, we thank you for bringing families together in this land where
freedom and fairness are prized. Forgive us when we fail to keep our own national ideals.
Raise up a right patriotism in us, and teach us to turn to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

FINLANDIA

Response Hymn 340 This Is My Song

This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s king-doms:
thy king-dom come; on earth thy will be done.
Let Christ be lift-ed up till all shall serve him.

And hearts u-nit-ed learn to live as one.
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations:
Myself | give there; let thy will be done.

Declaration of Good News

Passing of the Peace
By words and gesture, we share signs of peace and reconciliation.

Young Disciples Are Dismissed for Children’s Church

Hearing the Word
Prayer for lllumination

Proverbs 16:1-7
A Paraphrase

Reading from Proverbs
Wise Advice About Leadership

We humans make plans, but the LORD has the final word. We make elaborate plans, but
God’s plans prevail.

We may think we know what is right, but the LORD is the judge of our motives. We are
satisfied with what looks good; God probes for what truly is good.

Share your plans with the LoRD, and you will succeed. We know: God is in charge of
our plans.

The LORD has a reason for everything he does, and he lets evil people live only to be
punished. God puts everything in its right place.

If we truly love God, our sins will be forgiven; if we show him respect, we will keep away
from sin. Guilt is banished when we love God; evil is deflected.
From All That Dwell Below the Skies

Anthem Dale G. Rider



Good government
reflects the will of
God. This is an
affirmation of the
sovereignty of God.

Christ sets us free so
that we can be our
best selves, living in
service to each
other.

Question: Since we
are made partakers
of Christ and all his
benefits by faith
only, whence doth
this faith proceed?

Answer. From the
Holy Ghost, who
works faith in our
hearts by the
preaching of the
gospel, and confirms
it by the use of the
sacraments.

+Heidelberg Catechism
Question 65

Epistle Readings Romans 13:1-4
The Benefit of Godly Leaders

Every person should place themselves under the authority of the government. There isn’t
any authority unless it comes from God, and the authorities that are there have been put in
place by God. So anyone who opposes the authority is standing against what God has
established. People who take this kind of stand will get punished. The authorities don’t
frighten people who are doing the right thing. Rather, they frighten people who are doing
wrong. Would you rather not be afraid of authority? Do what’s right, and you will receive

approval. Government is God’s servant given for your benefit.

Galatians 5:1, 13-14
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke
of slavery. For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one
another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your

neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew Covington

Sermon Independence Day!

Responding to the Word

Response Hymn 338 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies MATERNA

All Verses

Affirmation of Faith (Unison) The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended in to hell;
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
Offertory America (My Country ‘tis of Thee) arr. Henry Carey
The congregation is invited to stand and sing the final verse.
My country, ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing;
Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrim’s pride,
From every mountainside let freedom ring!
Doxology
SEALING THE WORD WITH THE SACRAMENT
The Lord’s Supper

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

This is the Lord’s Table; it is a table of welcome, a table that makes visible God’s free gift of
love. According to Luke, Jesus took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to two
travelers. Their eyes were opened and they recognized him. This is the Lord’s Table. Our
Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast which he has prepared.



The Closing Hymn
was written for an

occasion: Booker T.

Washington
speaking on
Lincoln’s birthday
in 1900. It
celebrates the
achievement of
American ideals,
and hopes for more
progress in the
future.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...And so, we join our voices with all who, the ages long, on earth and in heaven, have
called upon you, singing:

Sanctus Sanctus

(choir only)
Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,
heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.
Ho-san-na in the high-est.
Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.

Joseph Roff

Communion of the People

Communion Anthem Holy Ground G. Davis/arr. Lloyd Larson
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen
Bearing the Word into the Created World

Closing Hymn 339 Lift Every Voice and Sing

First Verse Only

LIFT EVERY VOICE

Benediction

Postlude Chancel Brass
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WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!
For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email

our church office. www.bgpres.org

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,
Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier,
Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of
2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long,
Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101

270-843-4707 » www.bgpres.org



http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/

The Presbyterian Church Staff Calendar

Sunday, July 2
Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington 8:30a.m.  Fellowship
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody 9:15a.m.  Sunday School
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope 10:30 a.m. Worship
Youth Ministries David Clarke 12:00 p.m. Eating Out Group
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson Monday, July 3
Treasurer Steve Moore Office Closed
Secretary Cheryl Gregory 9:00a.m. GOD/DOG is Love
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins Tuesday, July 4 - Independence Day
Custodian Cedric Whitney Office Closed
Clerk of Session Tim Leigh Wednesday, July 5
Sunday Sexton _ Sara Parkerson 7:00am.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)
Sound Attendant Lillian Hargesheimer 5:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Friday, July 7
7:30a.m.  Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s)

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website
(right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.
You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give

Announcements

USHERS: The Kernohan and Hines families

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson

LAY READER: Larry Gildersleeve

CHANCEL BRASS: Marshall Scott, trumpet; Troy Puckett, trumpet; Tanner Stuppy, trombone; Jim Stites, trombone
MEDIA PERSONNEL: David Clarke

NURSERY: : Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Gadberry

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY July 9: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17; Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew
11:16-19, 25-30.

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Linda Leigh and Barbara Brindle. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our
congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707.

OUR CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday and Tuesday, July 3 & 4 in observance of Independence Day. Also,
remember that there will be no committee or ministry meetings during the month of July.

PIG PICKIN' 2023 is coming soon! Save the date: Sunday August 20™ - Plan to join us for great food and fun!

TODAY
AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP We will gather at Burger and Bowl (1131 Fairview Avenue) this morning July
2" after church.

THANK YOU to those who attended the Habitat for Humanity/Father's Day Breakfast. We raised $301 through your
generous donations. If you were unable to attend and would like to make a donation earmarked for Habitat for Humanity,
please send your donation to Terry Johnson in the church office.

A NEW EXHIBIT is hanging in the church gallery: wildlife and Nature by the Three Jays: Julie Barrick, Jennifer
Jenson, and Jan Trabue, photographers. The exhibit will hang until August 28



COMING UP:

GUEST MUSICIANS during worship this summer! Husband and wife team of Carlos Martinez and Julianna Waller-
Martinez will be ministering in music on July 9th. Co-owners/founders of Essential Music LLC and Sandpiper Records,
they have composed, recorded and produced numerous works for classical violin, piano and orchestra. They share their
passion for string/music education and chamber music ensembles with students at Essential Music LLC in Alvaton,
Kentucky. Julianna has a broad and distinguished violin performing career having performed and toured with major
symphonies and pop artists and is locally well known for her work with the Red River Fiddlers. Carlos is an accomplished
pianist who is in demand as a collaborative and solo pianist. He is a skilled hymn composer and has established Sembrare
Music Ministry which proclaims the goodness of the Lord, the salvation He affords and the hope humanity has only in the
good news, the gospel.

On August 6th, pianist Dr. Diane Earle will share her extraordinary keyboard skills with us. Recently retired,

Dr. Earle was Artist in Residence, Director of the Music Program, and Professor of Music at Kentucky Wesleyan College,
where she founded and directed the “Panther Pianists” community outreach program. As Music Director at Settle Memorial
United Methodist Church, she founded and directed the Good Samaritan Concert Series, which raises thousands of dollars
each year to help combat area homelessness. She has performed in thirteen countries, including three extensive China tours.
She has also enjoyed nine Europe concert tours, with multiple performances in Italy, Czech Republic, Great Britain, and
several other European countries. Diane shared her beautiful talent and love for God with us as part of the Peggy Pack
Memorial Concert Series and we are delighted that she can be with us again in our worship service.

SATURDAY MEALS Hello to all the superstars participating in this amazing program! We have an all church day coming
up July 3, 2023. They are asking for driver volunteers. We need at least two cars and perhaps a couple people inside. If you
can help, please text 619-368-2103, email lovelynab@yahoo.com, or give me a call at 619-368-2103. You are an awesome
team of people. I love working with all of you. After this, we won’t have another day until September (I think). Remember
JULY 2, 2023. Thanks and God bless - Lovelyn.

LAY READERS ARE NEEDED for Sundays in late July and in August! Lay reader information and instructions will be
emailed on the Friday prior to the date. Please visit https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader to sign
up for a day. Thank you to those who have volunteered already!

OTHER NEWS:
WOULD YOU LIKE TO REVIEW THE HOLY COW! SURVEY RESULTS? The report was emailed to the 60-second
email list. Paper copies are available upon request in the church office.

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER continues to take child registrations for next year’s classes, which begin again
in August. Classes are available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds, and each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is available
on our website, or contact our PLC director: Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org

SMALL GROUPS We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve,
pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and
look forward to having more. Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members:

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse)

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen)

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix)

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh)

Neighborhood Group (1% Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts)

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington)

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.)

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)

Joyful Noise Makers Group — Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans)

Bridge Group — Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein)

_,-;;&Wcﬁ;\_ We express sympathy to Gilbert Calhoun in the death of his sister Ann Boyd, who
Seading Our died June 28, 2023.

SYMPATHY
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