
 
The Congregation Sings Its Favorite Hymns 

July 30, 2023 
These hymns reflect our need for God, and the continuing discovery that God is with us now. 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
INTRODUCTION OF HYMNS: The congregation has some “Favorite Hymns.” This order of worship 
seeks to use those favorites, placing hymns as they fit into the regular structure of worship. 
 
 
HYMNS TO OPEN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS:  
These hymns help us prepare us for worship. 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                           No. 611     First Verse  

When Peace Like A River                                   No. 840     First and Last  
 
HYMNS OF INVOCATION:  
These hymns are like prayers, in preparation for worshiping God. 

Fairest Lord Jesus                                                No. 630     First and Third  

O Christ, Surround Me                                        No. 543     First and Last  
                                                                  
 
HYMNS THAT CALL US TO WORSHIP:  
God calls us to worship, and we respond. 
In Christ Alone                                                                                    First Verse                                                                 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light my strength my song. 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                        No. 1          First and Last verses  

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing   No. 475     First verse  

Here I Am to Worship                                                         First verse, Chorus, Bridge, Chorus 
                                                                        

Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, Opened my eyes, let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore You, Hope of a life spent with You. 

CHORUS  
Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down. Here I am to say that You're my God. 
Altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me. 
 

I'll never know how much it cost To see my sin up on that cross. 
I'll never know how much it cost To see my sin up on that cross. 
     Repeat CHORUS 

                                                                         
 
 
 
 



 

 
A HYMN OF CONFESSION:  
When we begin to meet Christ in worship, we are aware of our failings. Confessing these failings, and 
seeking forgiveness, is part of our approach to God. 

Just As I Am                   No. 442              First and Fourth 

Lord I Need You, Oh, I Need You                                                             First Verse, Chorus,      
                                                                                                                  Second Verse, Chorus 

Lord, I come, I confess. Bowing here I find my rest. 
Without You I fall apart. You're the One that guides my heart. 

CHORUS 
Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You, Every hour I need You. 
My one defense, my righteousness, Oh God, how I need You. 
 

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more. Where grace is found is where You are. 
And where You are, Lord, I am free. Holiness is Christ in me. 
     Repeat CHORUS 

 
 
A HYMN TO CELEBRATE THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS:  
Forgiven souls are ready to hear the Word of God. 

Amazing Grace                  No. 649             First Verse 

In Christ Alone                                                                                             Fourth Verse 
 

  No guilt in life, no fear in death; This is the pow'r of Christ in me.  
  From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  
  No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand,  
  Till He returns or calls me home; Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand 
  Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand. 

 

 
RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

HYMNS TO INVITE GOD’S ILLUMINATION OF OUR READING AND OUR HEARING:  
The Holy Spirit enlightens and enlivens our understanding. 
Be Thou My Vision     No. 450 First and Second Verses 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand              No. 834 Both Verses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All Stand 

A GOSPEL READING   (Unison)                                                                         Matthew 13:31-33, 44-51  
More Parables of the Kingdom 

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 
mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when 
it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and make nests in its branches.”                                                                                                                      
He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and 
hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”                                                                    
 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered 
up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.                                         
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one 
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.                                             
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of 
every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 
containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.                                                                                    
 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 
 
 

FOR REFLECTION ON THE WORD:  
1. The kingdom of heaven is great, but it is hidden. If it feels hidden to you, what might help you 

find it? 
2. Do fishermen want to throw any of their fish away? Do angels want anybody to be left weeping 

and gnashing their teeth? Consider what such an outcome means to God. 

 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
HYMN FOR REFLECTION:    
The Holy Spirit that inspires God’s Word continues to inspire our thought about what we read and 
hear. 

Seek Ye First                                                                     No. 175 First Verse                                                                
 

 

HYMNS TO AFFIRM OUR FAITH:  
In our regular worship, we say a creed. These hymns also bring words to the trust and hope we feel. 
Trust and hope are the foundations of what we believe. 

Hymn of Promise                                                  No. 250 Three Verses   

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   No. 366 First Verse  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
The offering is our opportunity to consider the many ways we are called to give of ourselves. 
OFFERING 

Great God of Every Blessing                                                       No. 694 First Verse, Sung Twice 
 



SENDING 
Let these hymns reflect our thanks, our praise, and our readiness to live in faith. 

We carry God’s Word with us. 
 

HYMNS OF FAITH: WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED, WHAT WE HAVE TAUGHT, AND WHAT WE 
BELIEVE 

What A Friend We Have In Jesus                     No. 465 First and Last  

To God Be the Glory.       No. 634 First Verse  

O Lord My God. (How Great Thou Art)    No. 625 First Verse  
 
HYMNS TO CARRY US ON- BEYOND THE MOMENT 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God                           No. 275 First and Second  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                   No. 39 First Verse  
 
TO CONTINUE CLAIMING THE BENEFIT OF FAITH 

Why Should I Feel Discouraged?     No. 661 First Verse 

My Lighthouse                               Third Verse, Chorus  
 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings. With each morning I'll rise and sing, 
My God's love will lead me through. You are the peace in my troubled sea, 
You are the peace in my troubled sea. 
 

CHORUS  
My lighthouse, My lighthouse, Shining in the darkness, I will follow You. 
My lighthouse, My lighthouse, I will trust the promise, You will carry me 
Safe to shore-woah-woah, Safe to shore-woah-woah, 
Safe to shore-woah-woah, Safe to shore. 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website 

(right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  

You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

               The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                      Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hines families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Mike Kanan 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Gadberry 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY August 6:  Genesis 32:22–31; Psalm 17:1–7, 15; Romans 9:1–5; Matthew 14:                  

13–21. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Trudy Burkeen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. 

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

THE DEACONS’ MEETING DATE & TIME have been changed to the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 5:00pm. 

The August Deacons’ meeting will be on August 8th at 5:00pm in the conference room. 
 

TODAY 

THE SESSION HAS CALLED A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO OCCUR AUGUST 6th for the 

purpose of hearing the report of the Nominating Committee, and to elect Deacons and Elders to their respecting 

Classes of 2026.          

Elders - Class of 2026: Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, Mike Kanan, J. B. Hines, and Susan Howard.   

Deacons - Class of 2026: Georgeanna Capito, Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Sarah Mayfield, Brianna Trickey. 
 

COMING UP:  

SUPPORT BELLEWOOD KIDS  Our church is hosting Bellewood's Back to School Bash for adoptive and foster 

families Friday, August 4th from 4:30-7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall and the adjoining courtyard. Outside will be 

inflatables and inside we will have a backpack stuffing station, squishy keychain craft table, cotton candy machine, 

and a snack table. We will need church members to volunteer to make the event a success! Please contact Ernie Small 

if you're interested:  270-996-2811. 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to help greet and answer the phone in the office August 21-25. Cheryl will be away 

on vacation, so if you are available for part of a day, please call or email the church and sign up! Thank you! 
 

 

 

Pastor   
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  
Youth Ministries  David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 
Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 
Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 
Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 
  

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, July 30 

     8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.   Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

12:00 p.m.    Eating Out Group 

   Monday, July 31            
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, August 1  
         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, August 2 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

   Thursday, August 3  

         7:00 p.m.     Neighborhood Group    Friday, August 4 
         7:30 a.m.     Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     



GUEST MUSICIAN during worship on August 6th - Pianist Dr. Diane Earle will share her extraordinary keyboard 

skills with us. Recently retired, Dr. Earle was Artist in Residence, Director of the Music Program, and Professor of 

Music at Kentucky Wesleyan College, where she founded and directed the “Panther Pianists” community outreach 

program. As Music Director at Settle Memorial United Methodist Church, she founded and directed the Good 

Samaritan Concert Series, which raises thousands of dollars each year to help combat area homelessness. She has 

performed in thirteen countries, including three extensive China tours. She has also enjoyed nine Europe concert 

tours, with multiple performances in Italy, Czech Republic, Great Britain, and several other European countries. 

Diane shared her beautiful talent and love for God with us as part of the Peggy Pack Memorial Concert Series and 

we are delighted that she can be with us again in our worship service.  
 

SAVE THE DATE:  We will host the Presbytery Meeting on Saturday, August 12th from 9:00-2:00pm. Volunteers 

are needed for greeting and directing people in the morning, and some lunch servers, and a cleanup crew. Please call 

the church office if you are willing to assist for this event. Thank you! 
 

OUR YEARLY PIG PICKIN' EVENT is Sunday August 20, at 10:00am at the Beard Pavilion (1061 Garvin 

Lane).  We will have no activities at the church on that morning.  We will gather for outdoor worship, to be followed 

by our annual potluck picnic.  Please bring a generous side dish or dessert to share, and the meat and drinks will be 

provided!  Also bring along a lawn-chairs, etc. if you wish!  All are welcome!  
 

AN INVITATION  Please join us in celebrating the 50th wedding anniversary of Alan and Sheila Reeves on 

Sunday, August 27, 2023 at 1:00pm—4:00pm in the Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall.  
 

OTHER NEWS:     

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER will resume classes in August. PLC continues to take registrations 

for this year’s classes, available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds. Each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is 

available on our website, or contact our PLC director Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 4th Annual Fall Giveaway is coming soon. At our 

Spring giveaway, young people came looking for sports equipment, musical instruments, tech of any kind, and 

bicycles. This next event was to be centered around the opening of the school year. However, we had no idea school 

would start so early in August. To get items together in such a short time was not possible. So, with several members 

out during the month of September, we have decided to wait until the first week of October. If you have any items 

you would like to donate, or an idea where we might acquire donations, please contact Lovelyn Williams at Cecelia 

church, 270/935-5110. You may leave a message, or call her cell phone, 619/368-2103. We look forward to another 

season of sharing with our community. - God bless, Lovelyn Williams 

  

THE CURRENT EXHIBIT hanging in the church gallery:  Wildlife and Nature by the Three Jays:  Julie Barrick, 

Jennifer Jenson, and Jan Trabue, photographers. The exhibit will hang until August 28. 
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, 

serve, pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small 

Groups and look forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome 

new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)  

Joyful Noise Makers Group – Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans) 

Bridge Group – Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)  

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein) 

 
 

 

mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org

