For Young
Worshipers:
Do you like to
dance?

+ The Macarena?
+ Baby Shark?
+The Floss?
+Hokey-pokey?
+The Twist?

The people in the
picture aren’t
dancing!

God invites us to
participate and be
engaged. God calls
us to worship.

Prelude

“We played, and you did not dance; we wailed and you did not mourn.”
Matthew 11:17

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green

Service for the Lord’s Day

July 9, 2023

Gathering Around the Word

Music beginning at 10:15 presented by Carlos and Julianna Martinez

Striking of the Hour

Welcome

We Rise in Spirit and in Body
Call to Worship

Leader

People:

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

All Stand

: To what can we | compare these days?

The children are singing, but nobody wants to dance! The children cry,
but no one joins them in their weeping.

Who then will hear Jesus,

And come to him so that their souls will find rest?

Jesus’ yoke is easy; his burden is light.

His gospel makes us light at heart. So we stand and sing!

Hymn 157 | Danced in the Morning LORD OF THE DANCE

First, Second and Last Verses

Call to Confession



We confess, in
hopes of being
unburdened.

The good news

confirms our hope.

We are free!

Psalm 145 is the
first of five psalms
that conclude the
Book of Psalms.
All five of these
offer God vibrant
praise.

John was too
serious. Jesus was
too glib. Do you
see obstacles to
hearing God’s
message?

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

O Lord, our God, we confess that we do not reflect your glory! In Jesus Christ, you bring the
good news, but we do not live joyfully. Your commandments are an easy yoke and a light
burden, but we forget, and do not pursue righteousness. We toil, and scheme, and struggle,
and depart from your way. So, O God, we pray that you will lift us up again, and renew in us
the assurance of the hoped-for kingdom. Set us free from sin and death by your great
forgiveness. Open our lives to the renewal of joy, in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession

Come, Bring Your Burdens to God
Sing Though Three Times

Response Hymn 851
WOZA NOMTHWALO

Declaration of Good News

Passing the Peace of Christ
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace. Let us share it with one another.

Hearing the Word
All Sit
Prayer for lllumination
Psalter Reading Psalm 145: 8-14
All Creation Applauds God’s Goodness
“The LorD is merciful and compassionate, very patient, and full of faithful love. God is all
mercy and grace, and rich in love.
The LORD is good to everyone and everything; God’s compassion extends, to all his
handiwork!” God is good to one and all. Nothing is left out.
All that you have made gives thanks to you, LoRD; all your faithful ones bless you! Creation
and creatures dance and sing.
They speak of the glory of your kingdom; they talk all about your power, to inform all human
beings about God’s power and the majestic glory of God’s kingdom. Your rule is glory.
There is much to proclaim. All things tell of your power for good, and the lavish splendor
of your promised rule!
Your kingdom is a kingship that lasts forever; your rule endures for all generations. Nothing
has the power to take the Lord down from the throne!
The LorbD is trustworthy in all that he says, faithful in all that he does. God does all that God
has promised. The LorD supports all who fall down, straightens up all who are bent low. God
offers a hand up, a fresh start, a new way to all who need rescue.

Anthem There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit arr. Carlos and Julianna Martinez

All Stand

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:16-30
Jesus Sees Many Missing the Point

To what will I compare this generation? It is like a child sitting in the marketplaces calling out
to others, “We played the flute for you and you didn’t dance. We sang a funeral song and you
didn’t mourn.” For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’
Yet the Human One came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunk, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners.” But wisdom is proved to be right by her works.” Then he
began to upbraid the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because they did
not repent. Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
But I tell you, it shall be more tolerable on the day of judgement for Tyre and Sidon than for
you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven?... | tell you that it shall be more
tolerable on the day of judgement for the land of Sodom than for you. (continued)



The Buck-in-
a-Basket offering
goes to support
Habitat for
Humanity.

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you’ve
hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have shown them to babies. Indeed,
Father, this brings you happiness. “My Father has handed all things over to me.

No one knows the Son except the Father. And nobody knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son wants to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who are struggling
hard and carrying heavy loads, and | will give you rest. Put on my yoke, and learn from
me. I’m gentle and humble. And you will find rest for yourselves. My yoke is easy to bear,
and my burden is light.”

All Sit
Sermon Were You a Wallflower? Are You One Now?  Matthew Covington
All Stand
Response Hymn 182 | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say KINGSFOLD
First Verse Only
Responding to the Word
Affirmation of Faith The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

All sit
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Offering
Offertory What Wondrous Love is This / Be Thou My Vision
arr. Carlos and Julianna Martinez
All Stand
Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World
Closing Hymn 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion! BEREDEN FOR HERRAN
Benediction

Postlude Carlos and Julianna Martinez



The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101
270-843-4707 « www.bgpres.org

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!
For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email
our church office. www.bgpres.org

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,
Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier,
Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of
2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long,

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope
Youth Ministries David Clarke
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson

Treasurer Steve Moore
Secretary Cheryl Gregory
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins
Custodian Cedric Whitney

Tim Leigh
Sara Parkerson
Lillian Hargesheimer

Clerk of Session
Sunday Sexton
Sound Attendant

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website
(right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.

You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give

Calendar

Sunday, July 9

8:30a.m.  Fellowship

9:15a.m.  Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship

12:00 p.m. Eating Out Group
Monday, July 10

9:00a.m. GOD/DOG is Love
Tuesday, July 11

9:30a.m.  Chair Yoga

7:00 p.m.  Sunny 16 Camera Club
Wednesday, July 12

7:00a.m.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)
Friday, July 14
7:30a.m.  Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s)

Saturday, July 15
10:00 a.m.  Youth to Montreat



http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/

Announcements

USHERS: The Kernohan and Hines families

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson
LAY READER: Sheila Reeves

MEDIA PERSONNEL: David Clarke

NURSERY:': Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Gadberry

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY July 16: Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.

TODAY’S GUEST MUSICIANS: Pianist, Carlos Martinez and violinist, Julianna Waller-Martinez, co-owners/founders
of Essential Music LLC and Sandpiper Records have composed, recorded and produced numerous works for classical violin,
piano and orchestra.

They share their passion for string/music education and chamber music ensembles with students at Essential Music LLC in
Alvaton, Kentucky. As composer / performers, she and husband Carlos continue their intense focus on writing and publishing
new music for violin, piano, orchestra and other ensembles.

Julianna has a broad and distinguished violin performing career having performed and toured with major symphonies and
pop artists and is locally well known for her work with the Red River Fiddlers. Carlos is an accomplished pianist who is in
demand as a collaborative and solo pianist. He is a skilled hymn composer and has established Sembrare Music Ministry
which proclaims the goodness of the Lord, the salvation He affords and the hope humanity has only in the good news, the
gospel.

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Judy Whitson and Craig Long. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our
congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707.

TODAY
THE SUNDAY EATING OUT GROUP will meet at Red Lobster (2525 Scottsville Road) this Sunday after worship. Come
join us!

A NEW EXHIBIT is hanging in the church gallery: Wildlife and Nature by the Three Jays: Julie Barrick, Jennifer Jenson,
and Jan Trabue, photographers. The exhibit will hang until August 28.

COMING UP:
PIG PICKIN' 2023 is coming soon! Save the date: Sunday August 20™ - Plan to join us for great food and fun!

LAY READERS ARE NEEDED for Sundays in late July and in August! Lay reader information and instructions will be
emailed on the Friday prior to the date. Please visit https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader to sign
up for a day. Thank you to those who have volunteered already!

OTHER NEWS:

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER continues to take child registrations for next year’s classes, which begin again
in August. Classes are available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds, and each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is available
on our website, or contact our PLC director: Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REVIEW THE HOLY COW! SURVEY RESULTS? The report was emailed to the 60-second
email list. Paper copies are available upon request in the church office.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader
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SMALL GROUPS We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve,
pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and
look forward to having more. Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members:

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse)

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen)

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix)

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh)

Neighborhood Group (1% Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts)

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington)

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.)

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)

Joyful Noise Makers Group — Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans)

Bridge Group — Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein)



