“The Lord brought
Abram outside and
said “Look toward
heaven and number
the stars, if you are
able to number
them... So shall
your descendants
be.” Genesis 15:5

In Genesis 12, the
Lord tells Abraham
that “I will make of
you a great nation.”
In Genesis 15, the
Lord says, “Look
toward heaven and
count the stars, if
you are able... So
shall you
descendants be.” In
Genesis 17, the Lord
says, “I will make
my covenant
between me and you,
and will make you
exceedingly
numerous.”

The fulfillment of
God’s oft-repeated
promise is the birth
of Isaac.

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great
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Service for the Lord’s Day

June 11, 2023

The Second Sunday After Pentecost
Gathering Around the Word

I Want Jesus to Walk With Me

All Who Are Comfortable Doing So, May Stand

Opening Sentences

Let us begin this day with the joy of laughter!
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion we dreamed, and laughed, and shouts

of joy were heard.

The Lord has done great things for us.
A watercourse in the desert gives life.
And God’s Spirit enlivens the church.
Let us begin this day with rejoicing.

Genesis 12:1-2

Calvin Taylor

Based on Psalm 126



The Opening
Hymn recalls the
preeminent
statement of faith
in one God found
in Deuteronomy
6:4-9.

Psalm 33 focuses
on God’s abundant
mercy. Itis a
testimony of
gratitude for
God’s forgiveness.

Opening Hymn 63 The Lord is God AZMON

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Lord God, your liberating power has been seen—with Abraham and Sarah who laughed at
the prospect of birth, with Miriam and Moses, singing at the Red Sea, and with Peter at
Pentecost who felt the outpouring of your Spirit and began to speak with new boldness.
Liberate our souls and free our minds today! When you correct us, we will be glad.

When you extend your mercy, we will laugh and sing. With our hopes renewed, we will
boldly declare the glory of Your holy name.

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession

Hymn KYRIE
Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Declaration of Good News
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.
Passing the Peace of Christ
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace. Let us share it with one another.
Following the Passing of the Peace, young children may proceed
to the front to go to Children’s Church.
Hearing the Word
All Sit
Prayer for lllumination
Psaltery Reading (Responsive) Psalm 33:1-12

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous. Praise the LORD with the lyre; make melody to
him with the harp of ten strings.

Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.

For the word of the LoRD is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.

He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. By
the word of the LoRD the heavens were made and all their host by the breath of his
mouth. He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; he put the deeps in storehouses.
Let all the earth fear the LoRbD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of
him.

For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. The LORD brings the
counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel
of the LoRD stands forever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. Happy is the
nation whose God is the LORD.

K. Lee Scott

Anthem As Water to the Thirsty



Biblical Abraham
is considered the
“Father of our
Faith.”

The words to “God
of Joy and Love
and Laughter” are
by Ruth Duck, a
pastor and seminary
professor known for
her work as a
composer, writer
and adaptor of
hymns.

We affirm the unity
of God’s work and
the tri-unity of
God’s being.

Reading from Genesis and Hebrews (Responsive)  Genesis 12:1-9 and Hebrews 11:8-12

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. By faith, Abraham obeyed when he was called
to go out to a place which he was to receive as an inheritance.

I will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. 1 will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you |
will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” An Abraham went
out, not knowing where he was to go.

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s
son Lot and all the possessions that they had gathered and the persons whom they had
acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. By faith he sojourned
in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents. When they had come to the
land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD,
who had appeared to him. For he looked forward to the city which has its foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. From there he moved on to the hill country on the
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east, and there
he built an altar to the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. Therefore from one
man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
God is Good!

Sermon Matthew Covington

Responding to the Word

All Stand

Response Hymn HOLY MANNA

God of joy and love and laughter, guide your peo-ple on the way.
Free us to re-ceive your bless-ings, free-ly off-ered ev-ery day.
Je-sus came to share our jour-neys and to show where life is found.
Lov-ing you and all cre-a-tion paves the path where joy is found.

God of Joy and Love and Laughter

Bless our lives when all is chang-ing, Ho-ly Spir-it, help us pray.

Tune our ears to your vo-ca-tion; teach new ways to rest and play.
Bless our lov-ing and our friend-ships and the new things we will learn.
Draw us clos-er, give us in-sight; grant us wis-dom to dis-cern.

Affirmation of Faith A Declaration of Faith (5.8)
We believe with the church through the centuries that God is what God has been shown to
be in the story with God’s people: One God who is the Creator and the Sustainer, the
Savior and Lord, the Giver of life within, among, and beyond us.

We affirm the unity of God’s being and work. We may not separate the work of God as
creator from the work of God as Redeemer. We may not set the Son’s love against the
Father’s justice. We may not value the Holy Spirit’s work above the work of the Father and
the Son. The Father, Son, and Spirit are one God.



The offering taken
in baskets on second
and fourth Sundays
is called “Buck in a
Basket.” It goes to
fund benevolences
outside the annual
budget. Buck in a
Basket for June
goes for
scholarships in our
Preschool Learning
Center.

“We will go out
with joy in the
Spirit; we will go
out with God.”

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to Stewardship

Offertory Meditation Roger Nyquist

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World

Closing Hymn 363 Rejoice, the Lord Is King! DARWELL’S 148"
First and Last Stanzas

Benediction

Postlude Sing to God With Joy and Gladness John Bell
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WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!
For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,

please email our church office. www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope
Youth Ministries David Clarke
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson
Treasurer Steve Moore
Secretary Cheryl Gregory
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins
Custodian Cedric Whitney
Clerk of Session Tim Leigh
Sunday Sexton Sara Parkerson
Sound Attendant Lillian Hargesheimer

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101

270-843-4707  www.bgpres.org



Announcements Calendar
Sunday, June 11

USHERS: The Polen and Thomison families 8:30a.m.  Fellowship
COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 9:15a.m.  Sunday School
Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 10:30 a.m.  Worship

LAY READER: Susan Thomison 12:00 p.m.  Eating Out Group

MEDIA PERSONNEL: David Clarke 5:00p.m.  VBS

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Monday, June 12 _

Gadberry 9:00a.m. GOD/DOG is Love
5:00 p.m. VBS

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY June 18: Genesis 18:1-15 Tuesday, June 13

(21:1-7); Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35— 11:00a.m.  Special Care

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting

10:8 (9-23). 5:00 p.m.  VBS

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Linda Leigh and Ernie 7:00 p.m.  Sunny 16 Camera Club

Small. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. Wednesday, June 14 ,

You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 7:00am.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)
5:00 p.m. VBS

THANKS, MADDIE! Collegiate Ensemble member, Maddie Friday, June 16

Miller, has accepted the Choir Director position at St. James United 7:30am.  Mens' Breakfast (Lisa’s)

Methodist church and begins today. We send Maddie our thanks
and appreciation for her work and contribution to us and the Chancel Choir as we pray the very best for her in her new
position. We will fill her spot this fall. We welcome Wyatt Edmunds today as we are able to add to the Collegiate
Ensemble. A 2022 graduate of South Warren High School, Wyatt will be a sophomore Music Education major in voice
at WKU. Wyatt studies voice with Dr. Pope and is an active percussionist in the WKU bands as well. Welcome, Wyatt!

TODAY

THE SUNDAY EATING OUT AFTER CHURCH GROUP

will be eating at Mi Pueblo Viejo Mexican Grill Mariscos, 2323 Nashville Road, this Sunday. This restaurant is located
next to the

Farmers' Market and South Campus on Nashville Road. Everyone is welcome to join this lunch group.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:15AM

WHY PRESBYTERIANS ARE LIKE THAT” -
How we study the Bible together to help us figure out which things matter more than other things
— in the Conference Rm.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Class — reading “24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton
—inroom 202.

YOUTH CLASS — Youth Suite on 2™ Floor

PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CLASSES — Downstairs

NURSERY - Downstairs

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT Now in our Fellowship Hall gallery: “All Creatures Great and Small,” an exhibit of animal-

themed artworks and photography by multiple artists. We invite you to stop in and see the show.

COMING UP:

VBS IS HAPPENING TONIGHT and through JUNE 14™ in partnership with Christ Episcopal Church. Dinner begins
at Christ Episcopal Church at 5:00pm and the activities begin at 5:30. This year’s theme is “Creation: Wild Wonder.”
If you would like to sign your children up to VBS you can do so here (link below) or speak to David Clarke for

more information.
HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/FORMS/D/E/1FAIPQLSDIHCFZF UUSVYCSLFLUB-
PS3G9SFZ8ZFIVEHUQIR02RAMOJW/VIEWFORM



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIHcFZF_UuSVYc8LFLub-PS3G9SfZ8zFiVEHUqiR02R4MOjw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIHcFZF_UuSVYc8LFLub-PS3G9SfZ8zFiVEHUqiR02R4MOjw/viewform

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST on June 25. The meal will be served throughout the Sunday School hour 9:15 to 10:15 in
the fellowship hall. If you do not want to miss your class, just take a plate with you! This will be a great time to honor
those men in your life as a late Father's Day gift. There is no charge but donations received will go toward our Habitat for
Humanity benevolence. If you would like to assist with this event by providing some of the food items, clean up, or set up
call Susan Thomison at 270-791-6950, or visit the signup genius: https://tinyurl.com/49dr7z5x

OTHER NEWS:
PEW PADS We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The
information helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date.

INVITATION FOR THE CONGREGATION The children of Paul and Judy Clark invite you to come help them celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary! Join the celebration at their home on June 24th, from noon--5:00pm. (Address: 191 Phelps Way)

THE YOGA CLASS which meets on Tuesdays will take a one month break. The next class after the brief hiatus will be
July 11 when the weekly schedule resumes.

SMALL GROUPS We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve,
pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and
look forward to having more. Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members:

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse)

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen)

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix)

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh)

Neighborhood Group (1% Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts)

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington)

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.)

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)

Joyful Noise Makers Group — Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans)

Bridge Group — Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein)

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,
Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier,
Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of
2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long,
Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to
our website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be
made from your smart phone. You can also scan the QR code.
https://bgpres.org/give



https://tinyurl.com/49dr7z5x

