
                                                                          

 
Jesus instructs and empowers the Twelve Apostles and sends them forth to preach, 

minister, and heal the sick—Those who receive the Twelve receive the Lord. 
 

 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lord ’ s  Da y  

June 18, 2023 

           The Third Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                              Mike Kanan 
                             

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome               

  

Prelude                                       O God Beyond All Praising                     David Cherwien 

                                                             Tune:  THAXTED                 

 
All Who Are Comfortable Doing So, May Stand 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 
Where cross the crowded ways of life, where sound the cries of race and clan, 

Above the noise of selfish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The people who 

had been with 

Christ as disciples 

(students) become 

apostles (those  

who are sent; 

messengers or 

ambassadors). “The 

Christian is Jesus’ 

ambassador, going 

forth from the 

presence of Christ, 

bearing the word 

and the beauty of 

the Master.”      

-William Barclay  

in his commentary 

on the Gospel of 

Matthew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Call to 

Worship is God’s 

invitation to us to 

leave our “harassed 

and helpless” 

concerns in favor 

of the miracle of 

hearing God’s 

Word in the voice 

of Jesus today. 



 

 

Opening Hymn 343           Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life                GERMANY 
     First and Fourth Verses 

                                                       

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Lord God, none of Jesus’ disciples, and no apostle of Christ, ever expected to be called and 
sent. Such is the power of your Word, that our lives may become pleasant surprises—even 
to ourselves.  
Speak to us now, that we might be drawn away from vain pursuits and into your service. 
Infuse our lives with your goodness, so that whatever is evil in us can be overcome. Forgive 
us for what we have done wrong, and set us on the road to greater things, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Hymn                                                                                                                         KYRIE 
                        Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us. 

       Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Gloria Patri                                                                                 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Following the Passing of the Peace, young children may proceed  

to the front to go to Children’s Church. 

 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Reading for the First Covenant  (Responsive)                                            Exodus 19:4-8 
Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, The Lord speaks in majesty 

from on high. “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: ‘You have seen 

what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 

myself. Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 

possession out of all the peoples. The great God of power and might treasures us, and asks us 

to keep covenant. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom 

and a holy nation.’ God holds all things, but God takes special interest in one thing: our place 

as God’s own people. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”  Keep to  

God’s Word.                      
So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that  

the LORD had commanded him. The people all answered as one, “Everything that  

the LORD has spoken we will do.”  

 

Anthem                                      In the Land of the Living                            Philip Stopford                  

  

 

The Opening 

Hymn continues to 

call us to hear our 

Lord’s voice, and 

to follow in the 

way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The Lord’s call to 

the Hebrew people 

in the Sinai desert is 

an example to us of 

How God meets us 

where we are, with 

compassion and 

purpose. 



 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                        Matthew 9:35-10:8  
                                               

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”                       

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 

them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and 

his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 

Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to 

gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the 

sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without 

payment; give without payment. 

 

Sermon                                         Call and Response!                         Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 634               To God be the Glory                TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

 
Affirmation of Faith  (Responsive)                                        A Declaration of Faith (9.1) 
Christ calls us to be disciples. 

In forming his people and sending them into the world Jesus called individuals to be his 

disciples. They were to share the joy of his companionship, to understand and obey his 

teachings, and to follow him in life and death. 

We confess that Christians today are called to discipleship. Life shared with Christ and 

shaped by Christ is God’s undeserved gift to each of us, never perfectly fulfilled by any  

of us.  Forgiven by God and supported by brothers and sisters, we strive to become more 

faithful and effective in our daily practice of the Christian life. 

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                              
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.    

 

Invitation to Stewardship   
 

Offertory                     May Sunshine Light Your Way             S. Albrecht and J. Althouse 

                                    An Irish blessing for our fathers  

                          Wayne Pope, baritone       Beth Pope, piano 

                          

Doxology 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew, “the tax 

collector,” would 

have been despised 

by some for his 

profession. Simon, 

the Canaanean, may 

have once been a 

collaborator with the 

Romans. And, Judas 

is the betrayer. 

These people’s 

place among Jesus’ 

Apostles is a sober 

reminder that those 

included in Jesus’ 

mission are also able 

to oppose him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We declare what we 

believe about 

discipleship. 

 



 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 233                     The Day of Resurrection!                         LANCASHIRE 
   Second and third Verses 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                            Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                 Raymond Haan 

                                                        Tune:  NETTLETON   

************************************************************************                                                
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,  

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

                                                          The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org         

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

  

 

 

“We will go out 

with joy in the 

Spirit; we will go 

out with God.” 

 

 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, 

Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 

2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to 

our website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be  

made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  

https://bgpres.org/give 



 

 

                            Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey  

                 Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Brianna Trickey 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey 

Gadberry 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY June 25:  Genesis 21:8–21; Psalm 

86:1–10, 16–17; Romans 6:1b–11; Matthew 10:24–39. 
 

THANK YOU TO Kenny Crocker for acting as our acolyte in last 

Sunday’s worship. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Kim Ferguson and  

Catherine Reber. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:   

270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

THE SUNDAY EATING OUT AFTER CHURCH GROUP  
will meet at Speeza, 2300 Gary Farms Blvd. on June 18. Speeza serves Mediterranean street food such as kabobs, wraps, 

and salads with crepes for dessert. All are welcome! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:15AM   

WHY PRESBYTERIANS ARE LIKE THAT” –  

      How we study the Bible together to help us figure out which things matter more than other things  

      – in the Conference Rm. 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Class – reading “24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton  

      – in room 202. 

YOUTH CLASS – Youth Suite on 2nd Floor 

PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CLASSES – Downstairs 

NURSERY - Downstairs 
 

COMING UP:  

VBS - OUR THANKS go out to all who assisted in VBS this year! The “Creation:  Wild Wonder” program concluded last 

Wednesday evening. We appreciate the effort and participation from everyone who came to be a part of this yearly summer 

event! 
 

INVITATION FOR THE CONGREGATION  The children of Paul and Judy Clark invite you to come help them 

celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary!  Join the celebration at their home on Saturday, June 24th, from noon--5:00pm. 

(Address: 191 Phelps Way) 
 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST on June 25.  The meal will be served throughout the Sunday School hour 9:15 to 10:15 in 

the fellowship hall.  If you do not want to miss your class, just take a plate with you!   This will be a great time to honor 

those men in your life as a late Father's Day gift.  There is no charge but donations received will go toward our Habitat for 

Humanity benevolence.  If you would like to assist with this event by providing some of the food items, clean up, or set up 

call Susan Thomison at 270-791-6950, or visit the signup genius:  https://tinyurl.com/49dr7z5x  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, June 18 

     8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.      Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

12:00 p.m.     Eating Out Group 

   Monday, June 19 
         9:00 a.m.       GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, June 20         
         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         12:00 p.m.     Finance Ministry 

         1:00 p.m.       CUICHM 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.       Session 

   Wednesday, June 21 

         7:00 a.m.        Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

 5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir   Friday, June 23  

         7:30 a.m.        Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

    Saturday, June 24 
         12:00 p.m.      Clark Anniv. Event (til 5pm) 

 

   

 

https://tinyurl.com/49dr7z5x


 

 

OTHER NEWS:   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REVIEW THE HOLY COW! SURVEY RESULTS?  The report was emailed to the 60-

second email list. Paper copies are available upon request in the church office. 
 

PEW PADS  We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The 

information helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date. 
 

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT  Now in our Fellowship Hall gallery: “All Creatures Great and Small,” an exhibit of animal-

themed artworks and photography by multiple artists. We invite you to stop in and see the show. 
   

THE YOGA CLASS which meets on Tuesdays is taking a one month break. The next class after the brief hiatus will be 

July 11th, when the weekly schedule resumes. 
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, 

pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and 

look forward to having more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)  

Joyful Noise Makers Group – Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans) 

Bridge Group – Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)  

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein) 
 

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER continues to take child registrations for next year’s classes, which begin 

again in August. Classes are available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds, and each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is 

available on our website, or contact our PLC director:  Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                   
 

 

We express our sympathy to the family of church member Myra Dwyer, who died June 

12, 2023. We also extend sympathy to John Grise and his family in the death of his 

mother Ruby Grise, who died June 12, 2023.    

mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org

