For Young
Worshipers: How
many birds are in
this picture? Who is
feeding them? The
man who feeds the
birds is holding a
Bible. What does the
Bible say about birds
(sparrows)?

When God’s Holy
Spirit came at
Pentecost, the Spirit
brought the disciples
a special courage
and confidence.
Disciples today feel
the same gift.

Do not be afraid. You are of more value than many sparrows.
Eleanor Healy-Wills

Matthew 10:31

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green

Service for the Lord’s Day

June 25, 2023
Gathering Around the Word

Gathering Music

Striking of the Hour

Prelude

Welcome

Cantilene Religieuse

We Rise in Spirit and in Body
Call to Worship

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

The Lord is my saving light;

Whom should | fear?

God is my fortress;

What should I dread?

One thing I ask the Lord, one thing | seek;

To live in the house of God every day of my life.

Theodore Dubois

Psalm 27:1-4



This is a story so raw
it is heart-breaking.
But think about how
deeply God cares!
God made a promise
to Abraham. When it
becomes clear that
the promise is to be
fulfilled through
Abraham and
Sarah’s son, Isaac,
God refuses to
abandon Abraham’s
first born, Ishmael.
So great is God’s
faithfulness! So
plainly is God for us;
for all of us!

All Stand
Hymn 406 We Are Standing on Holy Ground HOLY GROUND
Sing Through Three Times

Call to Confession

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

O God of creation, God of power and might, God of righteous judgment and eternal hope:
give us the courage to admit our failings to you now. We have been unkind. We have been
selfish. We have hidden from the truth. We have harmed ourselves and others. We have
broken promises, including the promised commitments of our faith.

By the power of your Holy Spirit, you have given the earth its abundance, but our sin has
kept us from living the abundant life. You have extended yourself to us in compassion, but
we have missed the point of Jesus’ teaching, and his life, and his death, and his resurrection.
Now we ask to be forgiven. Lift us from our limitations and renew us. Open our hearts and
minds again to the grandeur of your goodness. These things we ask in Jesus’ hame. Amen.

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession

Declaration of Good News

Passing the Peace of Christ
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace. Let us share it with one another.

Hearing the Word

Prayer for lllumination

Reading from the First Covenant Genesis 21:8-21
God Answers the Boy Ishmael When He Cries
One day, Sarah noticed Hagar’s son Ishmael playing, and she said to Abraham, “Get rid
of that Egyptian slave woman and her son! I don’t want him to inherit anything. It should
all go to my son.” Abraham was worried about Ishmael. But God said, “Abraham,
don’t worry about your slave woman and the boy. Just do what Sarah tells you.
Isaac will inherit your family name, but the son of the slave woman is also your son,
and I will make his descendants into a great nation.”
Early the next morning Abraham gave Hagar an animal skin full of water and some
bread. Then he put the boy on her shoulder and sent them away. They wandered around
in the desert near Beersheba, and after they had run out of water, Hagar put her
son under a bush. Then she sat down a long way off, because she could not bear to
watch him die. And she cried bitterly. When God heard the boy crying, the angel of
God called out to Hagar from heaven and said, “Hagar, why are you worried? Don’t be
afraid. I have heard your son crying. Help him up and hold his hand, because I will make
him the father of a great nation.” Then God let her see a well. So she went to the well
and filled the skin with water, then gave some to her son.
God blessed Ishmael, and as the boy grew older, he became an expert with his bow and
arrows. He lived, and his mother chose an Egyptian woman for him to marry.

Anthem Amazing Grace/My Chains are Gone arr. Russell Mauldin



Is there a
connection between
God’s care for the
outcast Ishmael and
God’s care for
common sparrows
and the ordinary
hairs on our heads?

The Buck in a
Basket Offerings
are received on the
second and fourth
Sundays of each
month. Buck in a
Basket for June will
help support
scholarships to our
PLC (Presbyterian
Learning Center).

Matthew 10:24-31

A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!

Have no fear; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret
that will not become known. What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from
your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are
of more value than many sparrows.

Gospel Reading

Sermon No Insult Stands

Matthew Covington

Response Hymn 22 God of the Sparrow ROEDER

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of Faith A Declaration of Faith 4 (adapted)

We declare that Jesus is Lord. We recognize the work of God in Jesus’ power and
authority. He did what only God can do. In both his majesty and lowliness Jesus is the
eternal Son of God, God himself with us. His resurrection is a decisive victory over the
powers that deform and destroy human life. His lordship is hidden. The world appears
to be dominated by people and systems that do not acknowledge his rule. But his lordship
is real. It demands our loyalty and sets us free from the fear of all lesser lords who
threaten us. We maintain that ultimate sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every
sphere of life. Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at
the end. Even now he is Lord.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering

Offertory Sacred Harp Suite Robert Powell
Do Not | Love Thee, O My Lord

Doxology

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World

Closing Hymn 661 Why Should I Feel Discouraged? SPARROW
Benediction
Postlude A Variation on EIN FESTE BURG David Cherwien
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WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!
For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,
please email our church office. www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope
Youth Ministries David Clarke
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson
Treasurer Steve Moore
Secretary Cheryl Gregory
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins
Custodian Cedric Whitney
Clerk of Session Tim Leigh
Sunday Sexton Sara Parkerson
Sound Attendant Lillian Hargesheimer

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,
Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier,
Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of
2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long,
Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to
our website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be
made from your smart phone. You can also scan the QR code.
https://bgpres.org/give

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101
270-843-4707  www.bgpres.org




Announcements Calendar
Sunday, June 25
USHERS: The Polen and Thomison families 8:30a.m.  Fellowship
COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 9:15a.m.  Sunday School
Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 9:15a.m.  Habitat for Humanity Breakfast
LAY READER: Judy Whitson 10:30 a.m.  Worship
MEDIA PERSONNEL.: David Clarke 12:00 p.m. Eating Out Group
NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Hailey Monday, June 26
Gadberry 9:00a.m. GOD/DOG is Love
Tuesday, June 27
LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY July 2: Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 11:00am.  Special Care
13; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42. 2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting
Wednesday, June 28
DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Susan Thomison and 7:00a.m.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)
Teri Polen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. 5:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir
You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. Friday, June 30
7:30a.m.  Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s)
TODAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:15AM

WHY PRESBYTERIANS ARE LIKE THAT” —
How we study the Bible together to help us figure out which things matter more than other things
— in the Conference Rm.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Class — reading ‘24 Hours that Changed the World” by Adam Hamilton
—in room 202.

YOUTH CLASS - Youth Suite on 2" Floor

PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CLASSES — Downstairs

NURSERY - Downstairs

COMING UP:
THE YOGA CLASS which meets on Tuesdays is taking a one month break. The next class after the brief hiatus will be
July 11 when the weekly schedule resumes.

SATURDAY MEALS Hello to all the superstars participating in this amazing program! We have an all church day coming
up July 3, 2023. They are asking for driver volunteers. We need at least two cars and perhaps a couple people inside. If you
can help, please text 619-368-2103, email lovelynab@yahoo.com, or give me a call at 619-368-2103. You are an awesome
team of people. I love working with all of you. After this, we won’t have another day until September (I think). Remember
JULY 2, 2023. Thanks and God bless - Lovelyn.

OTHER NEWS:
MATTHEW ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT PLANS On Tuesday, the Session heard Matthew Covington’s plans to
retire December 31, 2023. Matthew wants the next six months to be busy and exciting as we anticipate this change together.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REVIEW THE HOLY COW! SURVEY RESULTS? The report was emailed to the 60-
second email list. Paper copies are available upon request in the church office.

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER continues to take child registrations for next year’s classes, which begin
again in August. Classes are available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds, and each class runs half-days twice a week. Information is
available on our website, or contact our PLC director: Kimberly Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org



mailto:lovelynab@yahoo.com
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SMALL GROUPS We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve,
pray and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year. We have a variety of Small Groups and
look forward to having more. Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members:

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse)

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen)

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix)

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh)

Neighborhood Group (1% Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts)

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington)

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.)

Eating Out Group - Sundays after worship at a local restaurant (contact Mary Evans)

Joyful Noise Makers Group — Hymn singing (contact Mary Evans)

Bridge Group — Being organized (Contact Charlotte Prow or Mary Evans)

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Contact Margaret Stein)

PEW PADS We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The
information helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date.

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT Now in our Fellowship Hall gallery: “All Creatures Great and Small,” an exhibit of animal-
themed artworks and photography by multiple artists. We invite you to stop in and see the show.

OUR CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Tuesday, July 4 in observance of Independence Day. Also, remember that
there will be no committee or ministry meetings during the month of July.

We extend sympathy to the family and friends of Sally Richardson, who recently passed
away. Sally was the daughter of Harry and Sarah Richardson, and she and her
family were former members of our congregation. She is survived by her brother
Harry Richardson, Jr.




