
 

                                            

                  
The kingdom of heaven will be as when someone going on a journey  

called the servants and entrusted property to them; to one five talents,  

to another two, and to another one… 
                          

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

November 19, 2023 

                                    Dedication Sunday 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                     
  

Striking of the Hour 
 

Prelude                                         Hymn of Thanksgiving                              Robert J. Hughes 

 

Welcome                            

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
         We long to hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant! 

        We long to be partners with the Lord; partners in loving what is good, partners in mercy. 

As we have been faithful over a little, God will set us over much! 

                                          And we will enter into the joy of the Master. 
                                          Let us worship God!                                                                                   Matthew 25: 21, adapted 

 

Opening Hymn 707                 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord                                HALL 
  Verses One and Four Only  

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Loving God, we know that we should be ready for your kingdom-come. But we are not ready. 
Your mercy exceeds our understanding. Your glory is too bright for our eyes. Faith requires 
more trust than we are able to give. The gospel message is a treasure, but like the one-talent 
man, we have buried the treasure entrusted to us. In Christ, you have given your life for us, 
but we have only been willing to give a little in return. Forgive us, we pray. Let us return to 
you and find renewal, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

The opening 

hymn is about 

gifts from God 

and about using 

those gifts in the 

Lord’s service. 

 

The 18th century 

author Samuel 

Johnson prayed 

humbly, “that when 

I shall render up on 

the last day an 

account of the 

talent committed to 

me, I may receive 

pardon for the sake 

of Jesus Christ.” 



 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Hymn 581                               Gloria Patri                                                    GLORIA PATRI 

    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

  

Passing the Peace of Christ 
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                      Psalm 123 
To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,  

As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,  

So our eyes look to the LORD our God, until he has mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than enough  

of contempt. 

Our soul has had more than its fill of the scorn of those who are at ease, of the contempt of 

the proud. 

 

Anthem                       The Ashgrove Gloria                   TRADITIONAL/arr. Malcolm Archer                   
 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                Matthew 25:14-30 
“For [the kingdom] is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according  

to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once 

and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 

hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves  

came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see,               

I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into  

the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,                 

‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master            

said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, 

I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 

received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 

reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, 

and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 

replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 

gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,  

and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from 

him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, 

and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 

taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  

 
All Sit 

Sermon                          Opportunity, Faithfulness, and Reward            Matthew Covington 

 

The Psalmist has 

felt scorn, and turns 

to the Lord for 

mercy and favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of 

Matthew is  

especially clear: 

Jesus taught 

frequently about the 

“Day of the Lord,” 

describing a real  

event for which we  

should be ready. 

Opportunities are 

given; trust is  

required; the  

reward is great. 



 
 

Responding to the Word 

 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 716          God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending             BEACH SPRING 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                    A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 10) 

In Christ God gave us a glimpse of the new creation he has already begun and will           

surely finish. 

We do not know when the final day will come. In our time we see only broken and 

scattered signs that the renewal of all things is under way. We do not yet see the end 

of cruelty and suffering in the world, the church, or our own lives. But we see Jesus as 

Lord. As he stands at the center of our history, we are confident he will stand at its 

end. He will judge all people and nations. Evil will be condemned and rooted out of 

God's good creation. There will be no more tears or pain. All things will be made 

new. The fellowship of human beings with God and each other will be perfected. 

  Amen.  

 
All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Offering   
Today is our annual Dedication Sunday, when pledge cards are received and the process of setting the 
budget for the coming year begins. As the offering plate is passed to your row, you may come forward 

down the center aisle and place your estimate of giving in the basket at the front of the church, and then 

return to your seat by the side aisles. To God be the glory!                                    

 

Offertory                          Awake, Awake to Love and Work                                Wilbur Held 

       

Doxology 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 719                          Come, Labor On                                    ORA LABORA 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                        Nun danket alle Gott                       Johann Sebastian Bach 
*************************************************************************************************** 

      
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table on the 

Right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always know that a 

cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We may not know 

what to believe 

about the 

fulfillment of all 

things at “the end 

of the age.” What 

do we have to say 

about the coming 

of Christ? 



 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Pastor   

Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries 

Organist  

David Clarke 

            Dr. Nathaniel Brown 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer 

Children’s Music Director 

Steve Moore 

Beth Pope 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby 

Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan 

Howard, Mike Kanan  Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class 

of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026- Phil Burkeen, Kim 

Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Brianna Trickey  

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from  

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 
 

 
 

                              Announcements 

 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 

   Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Brianna Trickey 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke, Lillan Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez,  

    Hailey Gadberry 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY Nov. 26:  Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24; 

Psalm 100 or Psalm 95:1–7a; Ephesians 1:15–23; Matthew 25:31–46. 

 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Phil and Trudy 

Burkeen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation.  

You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

TODAY IS PLEDGE DEDICATION SUNDAY Remember the 

Psalmist's words: "What shall I render to the Lord for all of God's 

goodness to me?" (Psalm 116:12) 
 

AN AMERICAN SOUNDSCAPE CONCERT    
Julianna Waller-Martinez (composer/violin) and Carlos R. Martinez 

(composer/piano) return to TPC this afternoon, November 19th at  

3:00pm, to present their composition, An American Soundscape.  

This FREE CONCERT in our sanctuary is presented as part of the 

Peggy and Larry Pack Memorial Concert Series. Please plan to  

attend AND bring guests. Our goal is to minister to our community through the gift of music.   
 

Co-owners/founders of Essential Music LLC and Sandpiper Records, Julianna and Carlos have composed, recorded and 

produced numerous works for classical violin, piano and orchestra. They share their passion for string/music education and 

chamber music ensembles with students at Essential Music LLC in Alvaton, Kentucky. Julianna has a broad and distinguished 

violin performing career having performed and toured with major symphonies and pop artists and is locally well known for her 

work with the Red River Fiddlers. Carlos is an accomplished pianist who is in demand as a collaborative and solo pianist.            

He is a skilled hymn composer and has established Sembrare Music Ministry which proclaims the goodness of the Lord,                     

the salvation He affords, and the hope humanity has only in the good news, the gospel.   
 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN is now into another winter season. Signup sheets for volunteers are ready at the chapel 

landing. Helpers are needed for meals, setup and cleanup, inn-keeping, dinner hosting, etc. Please look over the signup sheets 

on the Chapel landing. You may help by signing up for one, or for more than one Thursday in a slot.  
 

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will not meet during November and December. We will resume our 

lunches together in January. We hope you will consider joining us for good food and good fellowship in January. 
 

COMING UP:  

THANKSGIVING DAY MEAL  The church is planning a Thanksgiving fellowship luncheon for next Thursday, November 

23, at 12:00pm in our Fellowship Hall. Turkey, ham, and dressing will be provided, and guests are asked to bring a side dish 

or a dessert to share. All are welcome to come, and bring family and friends. Please RSVP to the church office if you’d like to 

attend, so we may better plan for numbers. Also, volunteers are sought for kitchen help, setup, and clean up, or deliveries after 

the meal. To volunteer, please email or call Barbara Brindle at 270-904-0312 / barbara.brindle@wku.edu . 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RETIREMENT PARTY in honor of Matthew and Ann Covington – Friday, December 1st from 

4:00-6:00pm. This event will be held at the home of Faye and Mark Patton (933 Smith Ct.), and will have valet parking. Please 

RSVP to Cheryl by November 22.  
 

 

 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, November 19 
      8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.   Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.      Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

3:00 p.m.      American Soundscape Concert 

5:00 p.m.      Youth Group 

   Monday, November 20 
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, November 21 

         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care  

         12:00 p.m.    Finance Ministry 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

         6:00 p.m.      Session 

   Wednesday, November 22 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:45 p.m.      Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, November 23 - Thanksgiving 
                              Office Closed 

         12:00 p.m.    Thanksgiving Luncheon 

         6:00 p.m.      DRITI   Friday, November 24 

                              Office Closed 

     

    

 
 

   

 

mailto:barbara.brindle@wku.edu


 

 

NEXT WEEK the church office will be closed on Thursday and Friday for the Thanksgiving holiday. We will reopen after 

the weekend. Please turn in any bulletin information by Tuesday of next week, and any newsletter information by Wednesday, 

before the holiday. Thank you! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES & Special Enrichment Programs for Children 

Adult Sunday School – various teachers until Advent, when an Advent Class begins -- Nov. 26- Julia Roberts 

Preschool Sunday School- Children ages 3-5 

Godly Play Sunday School - Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Music Program- Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Church- Children ages 5 to 6th grade, after the Passing of the Peace  

Junior and Senior High Sunday School -Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room  
 

OTHER NEWS:    

ATTENDANCE REGISTERS  Tell us you’re here, please! There are navy blue notebooks at the inside aisle end of every 

pew. Please write your name and any other information you’d like the church to have so we can better communicate with you. 

Then pass the notebook to your neighbors in the pew so they can sign in, too. After everyone has signed, please pass the 

notebook back to the inside aisle, so others in the pew can learn your name. 
 

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT Now hanging in our Fellowship Hall Gallery: A photography exhibit featuring new works by the 

Sunny 16 Camera Club, whose many members include some of our own congregation. Be sure to stop and see it! 
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers in December. If you are willing to serve on one 

Sunday, please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 
 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

