
 

 

                                     
 

At the conclusion of the Christian year, the church gives thanks and praise for the 

sovereignty of Christ, who is Lord of all creation and is coming again in glory to reign. 

                                                                                                               (see Revelation 1:4-8) 
 

 

 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

November 26, 2023 

The Reign of Christ 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Prelude  

 

Welcome 

      
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship                                                                        from A Declaration of Faith                 

Leader: We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory over the 

powers that destroy and deform human life. 

People:  His lordship is real. It demands our loyalty and sets us free from the fear of 

all lesser lords who threaten us. 
Leader:   Ultimate sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of life.  

Jesus is Lord! 

People:  He has been Lord from the beginning.  

Leader:   He will be Lord at the end. 

People:  Even now he is Lord.  
 

Opening Hymn 1                     Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!                      NICAEA 

 

Call to Confession 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating the 

Reign of Christ 

Sunday marks the 

end of the Sundays 

following 

Pentecost and 

serves as a 

prologue to the 

festivities of 

Advent. We 

celebrate Christ's 

role as Lord of 

all—the world, the 

church, and our 

lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is meant by 

the claim that Jesus 

is Lord? 

+ His resurrection 

was a victory. 

+Fear and sin are 

defeated. 

+Jesus is our king: 

our ultimate 

sovereign. 

+Jesus’ lordship is 

eternal. 

 



 

 

 

Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving 
Gracious God, we thank you for the evidence of love’s strength demonstrated in Jesus Christ. 

We pray that the power and authority of his love might rule in our hearts. We confess that  

we have often neglected the needs around us, thus failing to live as Jesus has called us to live.  

Our lips say Christ is king, but our lives have not accepted the demands of his power. We 

have called him our Lord, without rendering to him the allegiance he is due. Help us to be 

subject to his rule today.  
   Silence for Personal Confession 

 

Hymn                                                                                                                             KYRIE 
              Lord, have mercy upon us, 

          Christ, have mercy upon us. 

              Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 260                     Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!                                  HYFRYDOL  

      Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the scepter, His the throne! 

      Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone! 

      Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood 

      Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by His blood. 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
                The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

    

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                                      Psalm 95:1-7 
 

                                                  Joyful Shouts Because We Belong to God 
 

O come, let us sing out to the Lord : let us shout in triumph to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his face with thanksgiving :  and cry out to him joyfully in psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God : and a great king above all gods. 

In his hand are the depths of the earth : and the peaks of the mountains are his also. 

The sea is his and he made it : his hands molded dry land. 

Come, let us worship and bow down : and kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is 

 the Lord our God.  

 

Anthem                                        A Shoot Shall Come Forth                              Richard Horn                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The powerful win 

victories. Jesus has 

won out over our 

sins, rescuing us by 

his life-giving 

blood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our praise and 

worship, we are 

both exuberant 

and willing to 

submit ourselves  

to the Lord by 

kneeling before 

God. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 



 

 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                 Matthew 2:1-12 
Christ, the Newborn King, is Visited by the Noble Magi 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 

they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And 

having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                              Christ the King                             Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 

 
All Stand 

Response Hymn 264                       At the Name of Jesus                        KINGS’S WESTON  

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                    A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 10) 

Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle. The people of God have often misused 

God’s promises as excuses for doing nothing about present evils. But in Christ the new 

world has already broken in and the old can no longer be tolerated. 

We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom. But hope plunges us into the struggle 

for victories over evil that are possible now in the world, in the church, and in our 

individual lives. Hope gives us courage and energy to contend against all opposition, 

however invincible it may seem, for the new world and the new humanity that are surely 

coming. Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the end! 

Even now, he is Lord! 
Amen.  

 
All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Offering                                      
 

 

After the humble 

animals and the 

lowly shepherds 

see the newborn 

King of Glory, the 

wise Magi also 

kneel before him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God-in-Christ 

wins an eternal 

victory over 

everything that 

deforms life. 

By this victory, he 

is Lord of all. 



 

 

 

Offertory                                         
 

Doxology 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 260                        Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!                                 HYFRYDOL 
Verses One and Four Only 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                            
*************************************************************************************************** 

      

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship together, in person or online, we are glad you  

are with us! For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,  

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 
 

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby 

Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan 

Howard, Mike Kanan  Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class 

of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026- Phil Burkeen, Kim 

Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Brianna Trickey  

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from  

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

                    The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
 
 

                              Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 

   Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Buzz English 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke, Lillan Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez,  

    Hailey Gadberry 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY December 3:  Isaiah 64:1–9; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19; 1 Corinthians 1:3–9; Mark 13:               

24–37. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Barbara Brindle and Kim Ferguson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 

 

THE FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to the glory of God, and are in loving memory of Jerre Nelson 

Fitts. The flowers are given by her family. 
 

TODAY 

OUR ANGEL TREE IS SET UP NOW …And we need your help providing for our family members on the tree. If you would 

like to take an angel to buy gifts, please sign beside the number on our signup sheet so we know every kid has been taken care 

of. Please ensure the gifts are returned to the office by December 14th with the angel attached so we can have them organised 

for delivery on the 16th. If you would like to help with our angel tree but aren't able to shop, donations are welcome and we 

can have people shop for you instead. Thank you all! 
 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN has begun another winter season. We host every Thursday evening through mid-March. 

Signup sheets for volunteers are ready at the chapel landing. Helpers will be needed for meals, setup and cleanup, innkeeping, 

dinner hosting, etc. You may sign up for only one, or for more than one Thursday in a slot.  Everything helps!  
 

COMING UP:  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RETIREMENT PARTY in honor of Matthew and Ann Covington – Friday, December 1st from 

4:00-6:00pm. This event will be held at the home of Faye and Mark Patton (933 Smith Ct.), and will have valet parking. Please 

RSVP to Cheryl by November 22. 
  

THE FLOCK (Prayer Shawl Ministry) will meet at the home of Margaret Stein (936 Covington Street) on Saturday, December 

9 from 3-4 pm. We will enjoy nibbles and fellowship. Bring your current project. Questions? Reach out to Margaret at 270-

779-2579 or margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com. 
 

 

Pastor   

Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries 

Organist  

David Clarke 

            Dr. Nathaniel Brown 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer 

Children’s Music Director 

Steve Moore 

Beth Pope 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, November 26 

      8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.   Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.      Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

   Monday, November 27 
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, November 28 
         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care  

         1:00 p.m.      CUICHM 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

    Wednesday, November 29 
         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:45 p.m.      Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, November 30 

         6:00 p.m.      DRITI   Friday, December 1 
         4:00 p.m.      Retirement Party     
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PRESBYTERIAN COOKING CLUB   Join The Presbyterian Cooking Club and help prepare a soup supper to be served 

before Wednesday evening Advent Programs on December 6, 13, and 20.  We will meet in the church kitchen at 4:00 p.m. to 

begin preparations. You can join The Presbyterian Cooking Club for as many sessions as fit your schedule. Call the church 

office or contact Mary Evans at maryameliaevans@gmail.com (270-791-7205) to express your interest. 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS—December 10th at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary - A service of Lessons and Carols was first done 

in the late 19th century but later made popular by King's College, Cambridge, who held their first service in 1918.  Readings 

and music are paired as we recall God's historic willingness to bless, and the fulfillment of blessing in the coming of Jesus 

Christ the Lord. Along with congregational singing and Advent Wreath Lighting, the music in this year's Lessons and Carols 

will feature the Chancel Choir, Children's Choir, Collegiate Singers and Dr. Nathanial Brown on organ in a variety of beautiful 

and uplifting Christmas anthems, traditional carols, Christmas solos and instrumentals. Please join us! 

  

CAROLING DATE  Our Christmas Caroling date is set! Sing with us on Sunday, December 10th after the Lessons and Carols 

worship service. Mark your calendars and plan to join us! This fellowship event will be fun and festive as we go caroling in 

small groups at some of the local care homes and visit those who are unable to come to worship.  An online signup has been 

created for those who would like to help with the cookies which we also take as gifts:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DA9A82EA0FE3-46008617-caroling     
 

OTHER NEWS:    

LET’S PLAY BRIDGE  This new small group is planned for people who would like to play bridge for fun. Charlotte Prow is 

a certified bridge teacher and is offering to teach beginners as well as those wanting to improve their game. A study at the 

University of California found that playing bridge helps maintain mental sharpness and boosts the immune system. Fun social 

interactions, mental challenge, and health benefits--what could be better? Please let Mary Evans (270-791-7205) know if you 

would like to join this group. It begins meeting on Tuesdays at 2:00pm, on January 9th. Charlotte is ready to order the needed 

materials. 
 

2023 RECEIPTS UPDATE for the Congregation – Thus far in 2023 the church has recorded a total of $486,279 in receipts. 

Our budgeted expenses for the year was $520,823, which leaves a difference of $34,544 for the remainder of 2023.  
 

PLANNED GIVING The church is fortunate to have received recent gifts from the estates of Arnie Petrus and Kenton and 

Laura Mullins. Remembering the church in your will is one way that even people of modest means can support the church 

significantly.  
 

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will not meet during November and December. We will resume our 

lunches together in January. We hope you will consider joining us for good food and good fellowship in January. 
 

ATTENDANCE REGISTERS  Tell us you’re here, please! There are navy blue notebooks at the inside aisle end of every 

pew. Please write your name and any other information you’d like the church to have so we can better communicate with you. 

Then pass the notebook to your neighbors in the pew so they can sign in, too. After everyone has signed, please pass the 

notebook back to the inside aisle, so others in the pew can learn your name. 
 

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT Now hanging in our Fellowship Hall Gallery: A photography exhibit featuring works by the 

Sunny 16 Camera Club, whose many members include some of our own congregation. Be sure to stop and see it! 
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers in December. If you are willing to serve on one 

Sunday, please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
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