
 

                                  

                                            
                                                                         

                                          “Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet” 
Matthew 22:9 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 

S e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  L o r d ’ s  Da y  
October 15, 2023 

 

 Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

  

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Prelude                                Magnificat octavi toni, verse I             Hieronymus Praetorius 

 

Welcome                   

 
 All Who Are Comfortable Doing So, May Stand 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer (Responsive)                                  

The Lord welcomes us!  

All is ready! All are invited! 

Let us pray: 

Holy Lord, you set a grace-filled bounty before us. Your promised kingdom is a 

feasting table, a saving place, a holy mountain. Death is swallowed up, and tears 

are wiped away. Disgrace is replaced with glory. 

Bring us to the feast, hungry for your word. In the name of Christ, the Host,  

we pray. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn 401                               Gather Us In                                 GATHER US IN  
 

Call to Confession 
 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

Do You like 

invitations? God 

invites us to come 

to worship. 

 

The Lord gathers 

us. The lost and 

forsaken, the blind 

and lame, the 

young and old: 

We are gathered in. 

 



 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Gracious and loving God, Jesus has told us: your kingdom is like a pearl of great price. 

Forgive us for discounting the value of your blessing. Your kingdom is like a seed growing 
secretly. Forgive us for not seeing what you are doing, every day, and all around us. Your 
kingdom is like a feast, for which the guests must make ready. Forgive us for failing to 
prepare for your coming rule. 

We confess that, in ways small and large, we have resisted you, and we have not taken 
our place in your blessing. Give us resolve to amend our lives, as we ask for your 
forgiveness now, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Silent Prayer for Personal Confession 
  

Declaration of Good News  
 

Gloria Patri                                                                                                Henry Greatorix 

    Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost;  

      As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world without end, A-men. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

All Sit 

The Sacrament of Christian Baptism Administered to Charlotte Grace Crocker 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

Reading from Hebrew Scriptures                                                          Isaiah 25:1, 4, 6-9 
Thanksgiving for God’s Gracious Ways; A Vision of What Will Be 

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done 

wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have been a refuge to 

the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a 

shade from the heat.  

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples; a feast of rich food, a feast of 

well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.  

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 

sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 

he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that 

day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
  
Anthem                                I Am Bound for the Kingdom                           arr. Mark Hahn  

                                                  from The Sacred Harp 
       
All stand  

Gospel Reading                                                                                         Matthew 22:1-14  
Parable of the King’s Wedding Banquet and a Warning to Be Ready 

 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:  “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he 

sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:  Look, I have prepared my 

dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 

to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, 

another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, mistreated them, and killed 

them.                                                                                                                                                       (continued)                                                                                        

Our ignorance does 

not reduce the 

value of what God 

offers us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace comes after 

forgiveness. 

The feast God 

prepares is a sign 

of all things being 

complete. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The banquet is an 

image of God’s 

rule. All is ready. 

All is good. The 

welcome is 

extended widely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their 

city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 

banquet.’  

Those servants went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 

bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.                                                     

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 

hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

All Sit 

Sermon                                 The Party-Goer, Out of Uniform             Matthew Covington  

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 236                       The Strife Is O’er                                        VICTORY 

                                                             
Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 

 
All Sit 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory                             Magnificat octavi toni, verse 2               Hieronymus Praetorius 

 
All Stand 

Doxology  
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 

  

Closing Hymn 645      Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above        MIT FREUDEN ZART 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                            Magnificat octavi toni, verse 4               Hieronymus Praetorius                                 

************************************************************************ 
 

 

 

We sing an Easter 

hymn because the 

resurrection 

inaugurates the 

new age in which 

God’s purposes are 

fulfilled and death 

is swallowed up 

forever. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Pastor   

Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries 

Organist  

David Clarke 

                   Nathaniel Brown 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer 

Children’s Music Director 

Steve Moore 

Beth Pope 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby 

Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan 

Howard, Mike Kanan  Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class 

of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026- Phil Burkeen, Kim 

Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Brianna Trickey  

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from  

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 
 
 

                              Announcements 

 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 

   Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Brianna Trickey 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke, Lillan Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez,  

    Hailey Gadberry 

 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY October 22:  Exodus 33:12–23;  

Psalm 99; 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10; Matthew 22:15–22.  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Kim Ferguson. Deacons 

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact them 

through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will try the  

Chinese and Japanese food at the Hibachi Grill in the Fairview Plaza 

Shopping Center on October 15. The address is 600 U.S. 31 W Bypass. 

Come join this group for good food and good conversation! 
 

THE ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE PETS  Doesn’t Your Dog Need a Blessing? This afternoon please join us at 

4:00pm in the Courtyard for our Pet Blessing. Bring your pets (or their pictures) for fun and fellowship and a special 

blessing! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES & Special Enrichment Programs for Children 
   Writing Your Memoir -  How to write a memoir that is readable and evocative. Led by Erika Solberg - in Fellowship Hall 

Coffee and Conversation Class- Reading Uncommon Ground by Timothy Keller & John Inazu 

Preschool Sunday School- Children ages 3-5 

Godly Play Sunday School - Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Music Program- Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Church- Children ages 5 to 6th grade, after the Passing of the Peace  

Junior and Senior High Sunday School -Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room  
 

COMING UP:  

A NEW EXHIBIT is now hanging in our Fellowship Hall Gallery. This show features new works by the Sunny 16 Camera 

Club, whose many members include some of our own congregation. Be sure to stop and see it soon! 
 

NEWEST SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS – Writing Your Memoir  (October 15, 22, 28 and November 5 at 9:15-10:15 in 

the Fellowship Hall) and led by Erika Solberg. Have you ever wanted to tell a part of your life story but weren’t sure how 

to start? As opposed to an autobiography which tells your whole life story, a memoir focuses on just a piece of a person's 

life. In this four-session course we will discuss how to gather your memories, choose your audience, structure your story, 

and use such tools as dialogue and description to write a memoir that is readable and evocative. There will be a special 

emphasis on how to write about faith and Christian identity. For more information, visit erikasolberg.com 
 

OUR CHILI COOK-OFF youth fundraiser will happen on October 29th after our church service. We will need your help 

making this happen. If you would like to help, make some chili, or donate you can speak to David Clarke or sign up at this 

link: https://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=EEUQ4134&welcome=1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 15 

      8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.   Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.      Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

4:00 p.m.      Blessing of the Pets 

   Monday, October 16 
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, October 17 

         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

         12:00 p.m.    Memorial Service  

         12:00 p.m.    Finance Ministry 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

         6:00 p.m.      Session 

   Wednesday, October 18 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:45 p.m.      Chancel Choir   Friday, October 20 

         7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

    

 
 

   

 

http://erikasolberg.com/
https://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=EEUQ4134&welcome=1


 

 

OTHER NEWS:    

PEW PADS  We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The 

information helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date. 
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers in October and November. If you are willing 

to serve on one Sunday, please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday 

prior to the date.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER Please be sure to turn in any info for the next newsletter to 

Cheryl by mid-month. She is finally getting to take her vacation (near the end of October) and will be printing the newsletter 

a few days early. Also be sure to turn in any bulletin announcements for the issue of November 5 a week early, as 2 

bulletins will be printed on October 27. Thank you!  

 

SMALL GROUPS:  Stronger together, better together, and made to be together. 

Neighborhood Small Group - First Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  

Chair Yoga Small Group - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.  

God/Dog Is Love - Dog Walking - Mondays at 9:00 a.m.  

at Covington Woods Park  

Eating Out Small Group - Sundays After Church  

Women’s Circles –  

Circle 9 - Second Monday at 12:00pm 

Sunday Morning Circle - Second Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Morning Circle - Second Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday Evening Circle - Second Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Breakfast Group - Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. at Teresa’s  

Men’s Breakfast Group - Fridays at 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner 

The Bible and Bees - Meets periodically at Rob Byrd’s Farm 

Joyful Noisemakers - Meets periodically at various local care centers 

The Flock - (Prayer Shawl Ministry and Gloves of Love) meets quarterly 

Presbyterian Cooking Club - During Advent and Lent in our Church Kitchen 

Let’s Play Bridge! – Bridge games at members’ homes 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier, or 

Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 

 

 

 
 

 

We express sympathy to Barbara Howell and her family in the death of her husband 

and church member Neil Howell, who died October 11, 2023. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

