
                                     
“The Spirit of World Communion Sunday really caught on after World War II, 

because we were trying to hold the world together. Worldwide communion 

symbolized holding the world together in a spiritual sense.”   

 
The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 

 

S e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  L o r d ’ s  Da y  
October 1, 2023 

 
 

 Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

  

Gathering Music                                                                                                   Ruth Brown                                                                                        

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Prelude                        Tibi laus tibi gloria, 1st part              Orlando Lassus/Delphin Strunck 

 

Welcome 

 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

It’s World 

Communion 

Sunday! 

The word 

COMMUNION 

has 9 letters.  

The letter in the 

very middle of the 

word is U. 

Are “U” (You) in 

the middle of 

God’s people  

when you come to 

church? Yes U are! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Communion 

Sunday was first 

celebrated in 1933 

at the Shadyside 

Presbyterian 

Church in 

Pittsburgh, PA. 



                                
 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                
On this World Communion Sunday we thank our Creator. God’s mercy is wide enough for 

the whole world.  

Wide enough to span the broad reaches of Asia.  
Kimchi and curry, sushi, egg tarts, and Himalayan momos; variety and spice!  

And faith that has persevered, sometimes under persecution.  

Grace enough for the vast continent of Africa. The Sahara and the Kalahari, Kilimanjaro, 

and the Great Rift Valley.  

Faith is strong on the African continent, and now African missionaries have come 

back to Europe and America. 

We worship God, who holds the whole world in his hands.  

Who cradled our faith in the Middle East.  
The birthplace of Jesus; the land of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

A land where discord has persisted for centuries, making the pain of the cross vivid. 

God’s goodness encircles us. In North America, homeland to Martin Luther King,  

Dorothy Day, and Billy Graham.  

In Latin America, home to Oscar Romero, and Pope Francis.  

In Europe, where cathedrals serve as monuments to faith and to the heights of inspiration.  

In the islands of the Caribbean and the Atlantic, storms destroyed structures, but  

faith remains. 

On World Communion Sunday, we give thanks that this is God’s world.  

Our church celebrates: Sharing the vitality of Christ, loving, serving, and  

welcoming all. 

 

Hymn 327                    From All That Dwell Below the Skies          LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

  

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

Almighty God: from the ends of the earth you gather us around Christ’s holy table. 

Forgive the things we do that keep us apart. Forgive the pride that prevents our 

connection, the forcing of opinion that keeps us divided, the selfishness that keeps us 

ignorant of the needs of others. Renew us in true unity. Teach us to break bread together, 

and to praise Jesus Christ our Lord with one voice. Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News  
  

Gloria Patri                                                                                                     Henry Greatorix 

    Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost;  

      As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world without end, A-men. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination                             

 

 

 

We can’t call the  

whole church 

throughout the 

world to worship 

with us, but we can 

think of the whole 

world when we are 

preparing to 

worship God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On World 

Communion 

Sunday, we confess 

that we have not 

shared well, 

because we have 

not shared enough. 

 



 

 

Epistle Reading (responsive)                                                                                             Philippians 2:1-13 

If there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, make joy complete: Be of the same mind, having the same love,  

being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, But in  

humility regard others as better than yourselves.  
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind 

be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 

equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself  

And became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him And gave him the name that is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 

more now in my absence, Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 

who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
 

Anthem                                              Teach All Nations                         Robert W. Thygerson                                

 
All stand  

Gospel Reading                                                                                            Matthew 21:23-32  
Leaders Question Jesus’ Authority 

 

Sermon                          What Does God’s Grace Do for Trauma?          Matthew Covington  

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Response Hymn 507                 Come to the Table of Grace                    TABLE OF GRACE 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

The Offering 
 

Offertory                                          Song of Remembrance                                  Tom Fettke 

 

Doxology  
                         Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

            Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

            Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

            Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

This familiar 

passage is thought 

to have been one of 

the first “hymns” 

of the early 

Christian Church. 

It describes Jesus’ 

glory as being 

related to his 

humility. 



 
 

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Sit 

The Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…. So with all those in every time and place who have called upon you expectantly, we rejoice in 

your gracious presence, singing: 
 

Sanctus                                              Sanctus                                                         Joseph Roff 
               (congregation and choir) 

      Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,  

      heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.  

      Ho-san-na in the high-est.   

      Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

      Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.  
 

Communion Anthem                  Dona Nobis Pacem                                      arr. Hal Hopson  

                                                         Grant us peace 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
  

Closing Hymn 543             God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me           GREEN TYLER  

 

Benediction 

 
You are invited to sit to listen to the Postlude. 

Postlude                      Tibi laus tibi gloria, 2nd part              Orlando Lassus/Delphin Strunck 
 

**************************************************************************                     
 
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table  

on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them.  

Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101 
 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

This Sanctus is one 

we have used for 

several years. The 

composer, Joseph 

Roff, is pastor 

emeritus of St. 

Patrick’s Roman 

Catholic Church 

 in Brooklyn,  

New York.  

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

                                     Announcements 

 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 

   Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Sheila Reeves 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke, Lillan Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez,  

    Hailey Gadberry 

 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY October 8:  Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–

20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b–14; Matthew 21:33–46. 
 

TODAY 

WE WELCOME NATHANIEL BROWN TO OUR CHURCH 

 STAFF as organist.  Nathaniel is Adjunct Professor of Music History 

at Western Kentucky University. He holds a DM and MM in Organ 

 Performance, an MA in Music, and a Certificate of Specialized  

Studies in Early Music from Florida State University, as well as a 

Bachelor’s degree in Music from WKU. During his time as a student  

at WKU, he was the keyboardist for the Symphony, which toured in  

China in the summer of 2013, and was the student carillonneur for WKU’s Guthrie Bell Tower. He has previously held organist 

positions at major churches in Bowling Green and Madisonville, KY as well as Quincy, FL. He is also a baritone, having sung 

and performed with many choral societies. He holds memberships in Early Music America, the Society for Seventeenth-

Century Music, the American Heinrich Schütz Society, and the American Guild of Organists (Nashville chapter). Nathaniel 

will be with us through the end of this calendar year as our organist on Sundays. Please give him warm welcome this morning! 
 

TODAY IS WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, and we collect the Peace & Global Witness Offering. One of four special 

offerings of the PC(U.S.A.), this is for helping peacemaking/reconciliation efforts both through our congregation and 

denomination. 25% stays with us for that work.  The Presbytery also receives 25% with the remainder used by our 

denomination.  
 

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will meet at IHOP (International House of Pancakes), 3240 Scottsville 

Road on October 1. Come join us for pancakes any way you like them! They also have lots of lunch choices. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES &  

Special Enrichment Programs for Children 

Coffee and Conversation Class- Reading Uncommon Ground  by Timothy Keller & John Inazu 

Christian Thought Class- “Why Are Presbyterians Like That?” 

Preschool Sunday School- Children ages 3-5 

Godly Play Sunday School - Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Music Program- Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Church- Children ages 5 to 6th grade, after the Passing of the Peace  

Junior and Senior High Sunday School- Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room  
 

COMING UP:  

AN EXHIBIT COMMEMORATING MYRA DWYER is hanging in the fellowship hall. Reflecting a keen sensitivity to 

texture, color and patterns, Myra’s paintings radiate with courage and energy. This memorable exhibit, made possible by Myra’s 

daughters, will hang until October 12.  A reception to close the exhibit will occur on Thursday, October 11th at 5:30pm. 

All are invited! 
 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS – Writing Your Memoir  October 15, 22, 28 and November 5, at 9:15-10:15 in the 

Church Conference Room; Led by Erika Solberg. Have you ever wanted to tell a part of your life story but weren’t sure how 

to start? As opposed to an autobiography which tells your whole life story, a memoir focuses on just a piece of a person's life. 

In this four-session course we will discuss how to gather your memories, choose your audience, structure your story, and use 

such tools as dialogue and description to write a memoir that is readable and evocative. There will be a special emphasis on 

how to write about faith and Christian identity. For more information, visit erikasolberg.com 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 1 

      8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.   Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.      Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

   Monday, October 2  
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, October 3 
         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

         5:00 p.m.      Deacons 

   Wednesday, October 4 
         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:45 p.m.      Chancel Choir   Friday, October 6 

         7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

    Saturday, October 7 
         9:00 a.m.      Cecelila Memorial GiveAway 

    

 
 

   

 

http://erikasolberg.com/


 

CECELIA MEMORIAL FALL GIVEAWAY – Saturday, October 7, 2023 from 9am to 1pm at 716 College Street. For 

more information or to make donations contact Lovelyn-619/368-2103 or leave a message at 270/935-5110. 
 

OUR CHILI COOK-OFF youth fundraiser will happen on October 29th after our church service. We will need your help 

making this happen. If you would like to help or donate you can speak to David Clarke or sign up at this link: 

https://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=EEUQ4134&welcome=1 

 

THE ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE PETS  Doesn’t Your Dog Need a Blessing? On Sunday, October 15 join us at 4:00pm 

in the Courtyard for our Pet Blessing. Bring your pets for fun and fellowship! 
 

LEARNING TO PLAY BRIDGE Charlotte Prow is recovering from shoulder surgery, so we are postponing the start of our 

Learning to Play Bridge Small Group until January. Watch for more information then! 
 

OTHER NEWS:   

PEW PADS  We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The information 

helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date. 
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers in October and November. If you are willing to 

serve on one Sunday, please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to 

the date.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastor   

Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries 

Organist  

David Clarke 

                   Nathaniel Brown 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from  

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby 

Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan 

Howard, Mike Kanan  Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class 

of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026- Phil Burkeen, Kim 

Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Brianna Trickey  

We express our sympathy to Karen Kreuzer and her family in the recent death of her 

brother David Clark. We also express sympathy to the family and friends of Betty 

Gardner Larkins, who died September 25, 2023 in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. 

https://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=EEUQ4134&welcome=1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

