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S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 10, 2023 
 

 

 Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

  

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome         
 

Prelude                                                Cantilene religieuse                          Theodore Dubois                                 
 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship                                                
 Every generous act, every promise, and all that God does for us, 

 Every perfect gift is from above, coming to us from the Father of Lights. 

 There is no shadow of change. God remains God, now and always. 

 The Lord says, “I will be your God. 

 And we will be God’s people. 

 Let us worship God! 
 

Hymn 720                                             Jesus Calls Us                                             GALILEE 

As worship begins, 

we prepare our 

hearts and minds to 

hear God’s Word.  

For young 

worshipers: 

Jesus said, 

“Wherever two or 

three are gathered 

in my name, 

together, I will be 

there also.” 

What does this 

mean to you? 



  

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

O Lord our God, we confess that we do not reflect your glory. When we forget your 

goodness, forgive us, and help us to see your blessings all around. When we are not 

generous, forgive us and remind us of your gifts. When we fail to care, forgive us and 

renew our compassions. When we remain captivated by sin, deliver us. Let us no longer 

be bound by our mistakes and sins, but set us free to worship and serve you; through 

Jesus Christ Amen. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News (Responsive) 
In Christ, God was reconciling the world, not counting our trespasses against us, and entrusting 

us with a message of reconciliation. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Amen! 

  

Gloria Patri                                                                                                     Henry Greatorix 

  Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost;  

    As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world without end, A-men. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Hearing the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination                             

 

First Testament Reading                                                                             Revelation 21:3-4 
In Two translations:  

New International Translation and The Message Paraphrase 
 

Earth and Heaven are Joined at the Last 
Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them.  

God has moved into the neighborhood, making his home with men and women!  
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  

They’re his people, he’s their God.   

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has passed away.  

Death is gone for good—tears gone, crying gone, pain gone—all the first order of things gone.” 

 

Anthem                                         Alleluia, I Have Chosen                             Wayne L. Wold                                 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                            Matthew 18:15-20  
Jesus teaches about Restoration, and about Heaven and Earth 

 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. 

If you are listened to, you have regained that one.  But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to 

listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector.                                                                                                                              

Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 

you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.”                                                      

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?” 

  

 

The believer’s 

responsibility for 

peace on earth, to 

match the glories 

of heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession is a 

step toward 

holiness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer for 

Illumination is a 

prayer for spiritual 

insight. 

The Garden of 

Eden may have 

been like heaven 

on earth. In the 

end, God will again 

dwell with God’s 

people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sermon                    Binding and Loosing in Heaven and on Earth          Matthew Covington  

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Response Hymn 69                    I, The Lord of Sea and Sky                                 HERE I AM 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Offering 
 

Offertory                         God Whose Giving Knows No Ending       

                                                       TUNE: Rustington                                    Charles Callahan                                     
   

Doxology  
                     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 729             Lord, I Want to Be a Christian       I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

   

Congregational Meeting 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                    On Our Way Rejoicing                                          Mark Sedio 

                                                        TUNE:  Hermas 
 

************************************************************************************************* 

     

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table  

on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them.  

Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 
 
 
 

Pastor   

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries  David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

Sound Attendant                                                            Lillian Hargesheimer 

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby 

Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan 

Howard, Mike Kanan  Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class 

of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026- Kim Ferguson, Kathy 

Higgins, Brianna Trickey  

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your 

smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code.  https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 
 
 

                           Announcements 

 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin,    

    Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke, Lillan Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez,  

    Hailey Gadberry 
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY September 17: Exodus 14:19–31; 

Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b–11, 20–21; Romans 14:1–12; Matthew 

18:21–35.  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Fred Trickey. Deacons  

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact  

them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY 

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING has been called to occur at  

the end of worship today, for the purpose of electing the members  

of the Nominating Committee for 2023-24 and to formally elect Phil 

Burkeen to the office of Deacon, Class of 2027. 

 

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will join together this afternoon for lunch at the Olive Garden Italian 

Restaurant, 3220 Scottsville Road. Everyone is welcome! 
 

AN EXHIBIT COMMEMORATING MYRA DWYER is hanging in the fellowship hall. Reflecting a keen sensitivity to 

texture, color and patterns, Myra’s paintings radiate with courage and energy. This memorable exhibit, made possible by Myra’s 

daughters, will hang until October 12.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES & Special Enrichment Programs for Children 

Coffee and Conversation Class- Reading Uncommon Ground  by Timothy Keller & John Inazu 

Christian Thought Class- “Why Are Presbyterians Like That?” 

Preschool Sunday School- Children ages 3-5 

Godly Play Sunday School - Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Music Program- Children in kindergarten through 5th grade 

Children’s Church- Children ages 5 to 6th grade, after the Passing of the Peace  

Junior and Senior High Sunday School- Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room  
 

COMING UP:  

THE DEACONS will meet on Tuesday, September 12th at 5:00pm in the Conference Room. There will be a joint officers’ 

meeting as well, at 6:00pm on that day. 
 

CELEBRATE TOM! Please join us to honor and show our appreciation to Tom Moody for his 58 years of service as 

Organist at the Presbyterian Church! The reception will be on Sunday, September 24 at 11:30am in Fellowship Hall. Save the 

date! 
 

“TOM MOODY DAY”  The city will be honoring Tom and declaring Tuesday, September 19th to be “Tom Moody Day” in 

a ceremony outside city hall at 3:30pm on that day. All are invited to attend and show our appreciation and support for Tom’s 

58 years of service as our organist. Come and join the celebration! 
 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC HAS RESUMED, now at 9:15am on Sunday mornings. During our building repairs the group will 

meet in the Children’s Church room. We welcome Beth Pope as our new Children’s Music director! 
 

 

 
 

 

 Calendar 
 

Sunday, September 10 

      8:30 a.m.      Fellowship 

9:15 a.m.   Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.      Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.    Worship  

12:00 p.m.    Eating Out Group 

5:00 p.m.      Youth Group 

   Monday, September 11  
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, September 12 
         9:30 a.m.      Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.    Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.      Staff Meeting 

         5:00 p.m.      Deacons 

         6:00 p.m.      Joint Officers’ Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.      Sunny 16 Camera Club 

   Wednesday, September 13 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:45 p.m.      Chancel Choir   Friday, September 15 

         7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s)

    

 
 

   

 



 

 
 

SATURDAY MEALS—Sept. 23:  We need a couple of drivers, BUT, more importantly, we need to fill all areas inside doing 

packing, kitchen, cleanup and drivers for the Presbyterian Saturday, which is September 23rd. Please contact me (Lovelyn) at 

629/368-2103 or lovelynab@yahoo.com. Thank you all in advance. I look forward to hearing from and working with you. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Sunset Reprise featuring Jazz West. September 30, 2023. 5:30-7:30 at SoKY Market Place. An 

outreach mission as part of the Peggy Pack Concert Series, the concert will feature jazz music and amenities (food trucks, 

tables/chairs, beverages) in a fun, family atmosphere. Tell all your friends! Jazz West is a collective of professional jazz 

musicians from the Western Kentucky area. Wayne Pope, Marshall Scott, Ryan Jones, Jim Long and Dean Hughes with special 

guest vocalist, Beth Pope. 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL FALL GIVEAWAY - October 7, 2023 from 9am to 1pm at 716 College Street. For more 

information or to make donations contact Lovelyn-619/368-2103 or leave a message at 270/935-5110. 
 

OTHER NEWS:   

HEARING LOOP headsets (for sound amplification) are available in the narthex for those need one. Ask an usher if you’d 

like to use one. 
 

PEW PADS  We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The information 

helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date. 

 

SMALL GROUPS:  Stronger together, better together, and made to be together. 

Neighborhood Small Group - First Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  

Chair Yoga Small Group - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.  

God/Dog Is Love - Dog Walking - Mondays at 9:00 a.m.  

at Covington Woods Park  

Eating Out Small Group - Sundays After Church  

Women’s Circles –  

Circle 9 - Second Monday at 12:00pm 

Sunday Morning Circle - Second Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Morning Circle - Second Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday Evening Circle - Second Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Breakfast Group - Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. at Teresa’s  

Men’s Breakfast Group - Fridays at 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner 

The Bible and Bees - Meets periodically at Rob Byrd’s Farm 

Joyful Noisemakers - Meets periodically at various local care centers 

The Flock - (Prayer Shawl Ministry and Gloves of Love) meets quarterly 

Presbyterian Cooking Club - During Advent and Lent in our Church Kitchen 

Let’s Play Bridge! – Bridge games at members’ homes 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke,  

Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier, or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
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