The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green
Service for the Lord’s Day
September 17, 2023

Mission Statement: We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All.

Gathering Around the Word
Striking of the Hour
Welcome

Prelude | Want Jesus to Walk With Me Calvin Taylor

We Rise in Spirit and in Body
Call to Worship
Sing and rejoice! The Lord reaches out to you with healing love!
The Lord is our strength and power.
Dance before the Lord, a dance of joy and hope.
The Lord brings us joy and lifts us up in hope.
Come, let us worship God who is always with us.
Let us celebrate the good news God brings to us each day. Amen

Hymn 552 Holy, Holy, Holy LAND OF REST

Call to Confession



Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Lord, we confess that we don’t always turn to you in our troubles. Sometimes we are paralyzed

by fear and anxiety. We cannot see “the light at the end of the tunnel.” For us, there is only the
ongoing darkness and hopelessness. Clear our sight, O Lord. Bind up our wounded spirits!

Fill us with your mercy and love. Forgive us when we stray; when we fear; when we falter.
Pick us up and place us on pathways of peace and hope, for we ask this in Jesus’ name.

Declaration of Good News (Responsive)
In Christ, God was reconciling the world, not counting our trespasses against us, and entrusting us
with a message of reconciliation.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Amen!

Gloria Patri Henry Greatorix
Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world without end, A-men.

Passing the Peace of Christ
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace. Let us share it with one another.

Hearing the Word

Prayer for lllumination

First Reading
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have
everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his

brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?”” But his brothers were not able to
answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close

to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And
now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to
save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for
the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for
you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire

household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son

Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay.” You shall live in the
region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and
all you have. I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you
and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.

You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really | who am speaking to
you. Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And
bring my father down here quickly.” Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept,
and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward
his brothers talked with him.



Anthem Thy Will Be Done Joyce Elaine Eilers
Jeremiah Simpson, baritone

Gospel Reading

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who
sins against me? Up to seven times?”” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times.”

“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As
he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. Since he
was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold
to repay the debt. At this the servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,” he begged, 'and
| will pay back everything.'

The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. But when that servant went
out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and
began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me’ he demanded. His fellow servant fell to his knees

and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and | will pay it back.” But he refused. Instead, he went off and
had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had
happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the
master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because

you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on you?’ In
anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

Sermon We All Need a Little Help David Clarke

Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the
holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

The Offering

Offertory



Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayer of Dedication

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World

Closing Hymn 649 Amazing Grace
Benediction
Postlude On Our Way Rejoicing Mark Sedio
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WELCOME VISITORS!
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table
on the right in the downstairs entrance hall. Ushers will be standing by to help you find them.
Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation.

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby
Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan
Howard, Mike Kanan Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class
of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026- Phil Burkeen, Kim
Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Brianna Trickey

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope
Youth Ministries David Clarke
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson
Treasurer Steve Moore
Secretary Cheryl Gregory
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins
Custodian Cedric Whitney
Clerk of Session Tim Leigh
Sunday Sexton Sara Parkerson
Sound Attendant Lillian Hargesheimer

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101
270-843-4707 « www.bgpres.org




Announcements

Calendar
USHERS: The Polen and Thomison families Sunday, September 17
COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 8:30a.m.  Fellowship
Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 9:15am.  Sunday School
MEDIA PERSONNEL: David Clarke, 9:15am.  Children’s Music
Lillan Hargesheimer 10:30 a.m.  Worship
NURSERY:: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, 12:00 p.m.  Eating Out Group

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group
Monday, September 18
9:00a.m.  GOD/DOG is Love

Hailey Gadberry

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY September 24: Exodus Tuesday, September 19
16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; Philippians 1:21-30; 9:30a.m.  Chair Yoga
Matthew 20:1-16. 11:00 a.m. Special Care
12:00 p.m.  Finance Ministry

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Brianna 1:00 p.m. CUICHM
Trickey. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting
congregation. You may contact them through the church 3:30 p.m.  Honoring Tom — City Hall
office: 270-843-4707. 5:15p.m.  Officers’ Meeting/Session

Wednesday, September 20
TODAY 7:00 am.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)
THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will 5:45p.m.  Chancel Choir
Meet at Outback Steakhouse today after worship. The Friday, September 22
address is 3260 Scottsville Road. 7:30a.m.  Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s)

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES &
Special Enrichment Programs for Children
Coffee and Conversation Class- Reading Uncommon Ground by Timothy Keller & John Inazu
Christian Thought Class- “Why Are Presbyterians Like That?”
Preschool Sunday School- Children ages 3-5
Godly Play Sunday School - Children in kindergarten through 5" grade
Children’s Music Program- Children in kindergarten through 5™ grade
Children’s Church- Children ages 5 to 6" grade, after the Passing of the Peace
Junior and Senior High Sunday School- Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room

COMING UP:

CELEBRATE TOM! Please join us to honor and show our appreciation to Tom Moody for his 58 years of service
as Organist at the Presbyterian Church! The reception will be on Sunday, September 24 at 11:30am in Fellowship
Hall. Save the date!

“TOM MOODY DAY” The city will be honoring Tom and declaring Tuesday, September 19" to be “Tom Moody
Day” in a ceremony outside city hall at 3:30pm on that day. All are invited to attend and show our appreciation and
support for Tom’s 58 years of service as our organist. Come and join the celebration!

SATURDAY MEALS—Sept. 23: We need a couple of drivers, BUT, more importantly, we need to fill all areas
inside doing packing, kitchen, cleanup and drivers for the Presbyterian Saturday, which is September 23rd. Please
contact me (Lovelyn) at 629/368-2103 or lovelynab@yahoo.com. Thank you all in advance. | look forward to hearing
from and working with you.

SAVE THE DATE: Sunset Reprise featuring Jazz West. September 30, 2023. 5:30-7:30 at SoOKY Market Place.
An outreach mission as part of the Peggy Pack Concert Series, the concert will feature jazz music and amenities
(food trucks, tables/chairs, beverages) in a fun, family atmosphere. Tell all your friends! Jazz West is a collective
of professional jazz musicians from the Western Kentucky area. Wayne Pope, Marshall Scott, Ryan Jones, Jim Long
and Dean Hughes with special guest vocalist, Beth Pope.


mailto:lovelynab@yahoo.com

CECELIA MEMORIAL FALL GIVEAWAY - October 7, 2023 from 9am to 1pm at 716 College Street. For more
information or to make donations contact Lovelyn-619/368-2103 or leave a message at 270/935-5110.

LET'SPLAY BRIDGE! Join this small group to learn how to play bridge. The first session will be Tuesday, October
17 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the church. Charlotte Prow will be our teacher. Please let Mary Evans (270-791-7205)
know you plan to attend so we can have supplies ready.

OTHER NEWS:

AN EXHIBIT COMMEMORATING MYRA DWYER is hanging in the fellowship hall. Reflecting a keen
sensitivity to texture, color and patterns, Myra’s paintings radiate with courage and energy. This memorable exhibit,
made possible by Myra’s daughters, will hang until October 12.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC HAS RESUMED, now at 9:15am on Sunday mornings. During our building repairs the
group will meet in the Children’s Church room. We welcome Beth Pope as our new Children’s Music director!

HEARING LOOP headsets (for sound amplification) are available in the narthex for those need one. Ask an usher
if you’d like to use one.

PEW PADS We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The
information helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date.

SMALL GROUPS: Stronger together, better together, and made to be together.
Neighborhood Small Group - First Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
Chair Yoga Small Group - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
God/Dog Is Love - Dog Walking - Mondays at 9:00 a.m. at Covington Woods Park
Eating Out Small Group - Sundays After Church
Women’s Circles —

Circle 9 - Second Monday at 12:00pm

Sunday Morning Circle - Second Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Morning Circle - Second Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Evening Circle - Second Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Breakfast Group - Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. at Teresa’s
Men’s Breakfast Group - Fridays at 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner
The Bible and Bees - Meets periodically at Rob Byrd’s Farm
Joyful Noisemakers - Meets periodically at various local care centers
The Flock - (Prayer Shawl Ministry) meets periodically; stitch when you can
Presbyterian Cooking Club - During Advent and Lent in our Church Kitchen
Let’s Play Bridge! — Bridge games at members’ homes

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group? Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh,
Pamela Napier, or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen!

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our
website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from
your smart phone. You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give




