For Young
Worshipers:

If you worked all
day and got paid
the same as
someone who only
worked one hour,
you’d say “That’s
not fair!”

But wait: You both
had jobs. And you
both got paid. And
no one went
hungry at the end
of the day.

God’s love is like
this. Everybody
gets loved. Some
people get the love
they think they
deserve, and some
people get more
than they deserve.
And in the end,
God wants us all to

have what we need.

As we prepare to
hear God’s Word,
this Call to
Worship is based
on the day’s
Hebrew Scripture.

DAY LABOR
atliring "A;rc\eER

God’s kingdom is like a householder who went out early to hire laborers.
Matthew 20:1

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green

Service for the Lord’s Day
September 24, 2023

Mission Statement: We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All.
Gathering Around the Word

Psalm 18
I will praise thee, O Lord, My Strength

Gathering Music Benedetto Marcello

Striking of the Hour

Prelude Christ Is Arisen J. S. Bach
Christ is arisen from grave’s dark prison, So let us all be joyful;
He is our savior faithful. Alleluia!
Welcome

We Rise in Spirit and in Body
Call to Worship
When there was a crisis in the wilderness of Sinai,
And the Hebrews cried out- angry, hungry, and afraid,
The Lord said to Moses: See | will rain bread from heaven for them.
In the morning there was manna; in the evening there were quail.
God heard the voices of God’s people,
In the morning they were fed, and at twilight they were full.
Give thanks to the Lord,

And glory in God’s holy name. Exodus 15:1-15 and Psalm 105:1-3



By “rending our
hearts” in
confession, we make
our hearts more
open to God.

The Picture of

the Hebrews
grumbling against
God in the Sinai
wilderness is iconic.
We still grumble,
and God still
supplies our needs.
Or are we resentful
because God is
generous?

Hymn 396 Brethren, We Have Met to Worship HOLY MANNA

First Verse: All Sing
Second Verse: Women Only
Third Verse: Men Only
Last Verse: All

Call to Confession

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

O Lord our God, in your presence we confess our failure to be what you created us to
be. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting
your gifts, in forgetting your love. By your loving mercy, help us to live in your light and

abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our savior. Amen.
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession

Declaration of Good News

Gloria Patri
Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world without end, A-men.

Henry Greatorix

Passing the Peace of Christ
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace. Let us share it with one another.

Hearing the Word
Prayer for lllumination

Hebrew Scripture Reading Exodus 16:2-15
The Lord is Gracious and Merciful
The whole Israelite community complained against Moses and Aaron in the desert. The Israelites
said to them, “Oh, how we wish that the LORD had just put us to death while we were still in
the land of Egypt. There we could sit by the pots cooking meat and eat our fill of bread.
Instead, you’ve brought us out into this desert to starve this whole assembly to death.”
The LORD said to Moses, “I’m going to make bread rain down from the sky for you. The people
will go out each day and gather just enough for that day. In this way, I’1l test them to see whether
or not they follow my instruction. “We wish we had been allowed to die in Egypt.” On the
sixth day, when they measure out what they have collected, it will be twice as much as they
collected on other days.” We could sit by our pots, and eat. So Moses and Aaron said to all the
Israelites, “This evening you will know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of
Egypt. And in the morning you will see the LORD’s glorious presence, because your complaints
against the LORD have been heard. “We wish we had not come out to this desert to starve.”
Who are we? Why blame us?” Moses continued, “The LORD will give you meat to eat in the
evening and your fill of bread in the morning because the LORD heard the complaints you made
against him. “The whole assembly is starving.” Who are we? Your complaints aren’t against us
but against the LORD.” You’ve brought us out into this desert to starve. Then Moses said to
Aaron, “Say to the whole Israelite community, ‘Come near to the LORD, because he’s heard your
complaints.””” As Aaron spoke to the whole Israelite community, they turned to look toward
the desert, and just then the glorious presence of the LORD appeared in the cloud.
The LORD spoke to Moses, “I’ve heard the complaints of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight
you will eat meat. And in the morning you will have your fill of bread. Then you will know that |
am the LORD your God.”” In the evening a flock of quail flew down and covered the camp.
And in the morning there was a layer of dew all around the camp. When the layer of dew
lifted, there on the desert surface were thin flakes, as thin as frost on the ground. When the
Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “Whatis it?” They didn’t know what it was. Moses
said to them, “This is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.”



When the last are
first and the first
are last, does that
sound like
unfairness, or is it
generosity?

We can read this
parable as a story
about generosity.

Anthem Jesus, My Love, My Life, My All Bob Burroughs

All stand

Gospel Reading Matthew 20:1-16
The Parable of the Laborers

“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers

for his vineyard. After he agreed with the workers to pay them a day’s wage, he sent them into his

vineyard. Then he went out around nine in the morning and saw others standing around the

marketplace doing nothing. He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I’ll pay you

whatever is right.” And they went.

Again around noon and then at three in the afternoon, he did the same thing. Around five in the

afternoon he went and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘“Why are you just

standing around here doing nothing all day long?’

‘Because nobody has hired us,’ they replied. He responded, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the workers and give

them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and moving on finally to the first.” When

those who were hired at five in the afternoon came, each one received a day’s wage. Now when

those hired first came, they thought they would receive more. But each of them also received a

denarion, a day’s wage. When they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, ‘These who

were hired last worked one hour, and they received the same pay as we did even though we had to

work the whole day in the hot sun.’

But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I did you no wrong. Didn’t I agree to pay you a

denarion? Take what belongs to you and go. | want to give to this one who was hired last the

same as | give to you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what belongs to me? Or are

you resentful because I’m generous?” So those who are last will be first. And those who are first

will be last.”
Responding to the Word
Response Hymn 48 Rain Down RAIN DOWN

Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Offering

Offertory Voluntary VII John Stanley



Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World

Closing Hymn 546 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

SICILIAN MARINERS
Benediction
Postlude Toccata Georg Muffat

WELCOME VISITORS!
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table
on the right in the downstairs entrance hall. Ushers will be standing by to help you find them.
Always know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation.

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby
Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan
Howard, Mike Kanan Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class
of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026- Phil Burkeen, Kim
Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Brianna Trickey

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope
Youth Ministries David Clarke
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson
Treasurer Steve Moore
Secretary Cheryl Gregory
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins
Custodian Cedric Whitney
Clerk of Session Tim Leigh
Sunday Sexton Sara Parkerson
Sound Attendant Lillian Hargesheimer

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101
270-843-4707 » www.bgpres.org



http://www.bgpres.org/

Announcements

Calendar
USHERS: The Polen and Thomison families Sunday, September 24
COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey 8:30am.  Fellowship
Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 9:15am.  Sunday S,Ch°°| ,
LAY READER Mlke Kanan 9:15 a.m. Chlldl‘el’l s Music

10:30 a.m.  Worship
11:30 p.m. Tom Moody Celebration
5:00 p.m.  Youth Group
Monday, September 25
9:00a.m.  GOD/DOG is Love

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY October 1: Exodus 17:1-7: Tuesday, September 26

. S ) ] ) 9:30 am.  Chair Yoga
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32. 11:00 am. Special Care

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Kathy Higgins. 2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting
Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. Wednesday, September 27

i ana. 7:00a.m.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)
You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 5:45pm.  Chancel Choir

. Friday, September 29
FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to the 7:30am.  Mens* Breakfast (Lisa’s)

glory_ of Gt:)d,t;ncliqhgnlcar ou(; grgamst Tfom _I:/_Ioody. The flowers Saturday, September 30
are given by the Rabold and Ferguson families. 5:30 p.m.  Sunset Jazz at SOKY MKkt.

MEDIA PERSONNEL: David Clarke, Lillan Hargesheimer
NURSERY:: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez,
Hailey Gadberry

TODAY
CELEBRATE TOM! Please join us following worship today to honor and show our appreciation to Tom Moody for his
58 years of service as Organist at the Presbyterian Church! Today is his last regular Sunday to play for us as organist. Tom
is continuing his work as pastoral assistant in the office on some weekdays, and we will be glad to welcome him into the
pews on Sunday with the attending congregation.

THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will join in the celebration at church on Sunday. It will meet next week
(Oct. 1) at IHOP (International House of Pancakes), 3240 Scottsville Road.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES &
Special Enrichment Programs for Children
Coffee and Conversation Class- Reading Uncommon Ground by Timothy Keller & John Inazu
Christian Thought Class- “Why Are Presbyterians Like That?”
Preschool Sunday School- Children ages 3-5
Godly Play Sunday School - Children in kindergarten through 5" grade
Children’s Music Program- Children in kindergarten through 5% grade
Children’s Church- Children ages 5 to 6" grade, after the Passing of the Peace
Junior and Senior High Sunday School- Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room

COMING UP:

SAVE THE DATE: Sunset Reprise featuring Jazz West. September 30, 2023. 5:30-7:30 at SoOKY Market Place. An
outreach mission as part of the Peggy Pack Concert Series, the concert will feature jazz music and amenities (food trucks,
tables/chairs, beverages) in a fun, family atmosphere. Tell all your friends! Jazz West is a collective of professional jazz
musicians from the Western Kentucky area. Wayne Pope, Marshall Scott, Ryan Jones, Jim Long and Dean Hughes with
special guest vocalist, Beth Pope.

CECELIA MEMORIAL FALL GIVEAWAY - October 7, 2023 from 9am to 1pm at 716 College Street. For more
information or to make donations contact Lovelyn-619/368-2103 or leave a message at 270/935-5110.

LET'S PLAY BRIDGE! Join this small group to learn how to play bridge. The first session will be Tuesday, October 17
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the church. Charlotte Prow will be our teacher. Please let Mary Evans (270-791-7205) know you
plan to attend so we can have supplies ready.



OTHER NEWS:

AN EXHIBIT COMMEMORATING MYRA DWYER is hanging in the fellowship hall. Reflecting a keen sensitivity to
texture, color and patterns, Myra’s paintings radiate with courage and energy. This memorable exhibit, made possible by
Myra’s daughters, will hang until October 12. A reception will be held on Thursday evening, October 11, prior to the end
of the exhibit.

AS SUMMER COMES TO A CLOSE, the church would like to offer a special thanks to David Thomison and David
Sears for their contribution to the success of our summer Pig Pickin’ in August. They generously provided the pig for our
picnic, which was enjoyed by all on that day! Their work and generosity are greatly appreciated.

PEW PADS We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The
information helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date.

LAY READERS A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers in September and October. If you are willing
to serve on one Sunday, please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday
prior to the date. https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

SMALL GROUPS: Stronger together, better together, and made to be together.
Neighborhood Small Group - First Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
Chair Yoga Small Group - Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
God/Dog Is Love - Dog Walking - Mondays at 9:00 a.m. at Covington Woods Park
Eating Out Small Group - Sundays After Church
Women’s Circles —

Circle 9 - Second Monday at 12:00pm

Sunday Morning Circle - Second Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Morning Circle - Second Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Evening Circle - Second Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Breakfast Group - Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. at Teresa’s
Men’s Breakfast Group - Fridays at 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5" Street Diner
The Bible and Bees - Meets periodically at Rob Byrd’s Farm
Joyful Noisemakers - Meets periodically at various local care centers
The Flock - (Prayer Shawl Ministry) meets periodically; stitch when you can
Presbyterian Cooking Club - During Advent and Lent in our Church Kitchen
Let’s Play Bridge! — Bridge games at members’ homes

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group? Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela
Napier, or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen!

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our
website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from
your smart phone. You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

