As worship begins,
we prepare our
hearts and minds to
hear God’s Word.

x (g wir S¥ %o
R TSN e L R
God called out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And Moses said, “Here am 1.”
Exodus 3:4

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green

Service for the Lord’s Day

September 3, 2023
Mission Statement: We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All.

Gathering Around the Word
Gathering Music Ruth Brown
Striking of the Hour
Welcome

Prelude Sanctus (Holy Art Thou) Charles Gounod
Mike Kanan, piano

We Rise in Spirit and in Body
Call to Worship
We are standing on holy ground!
Here we sing songs of faith, and remember the stories of God, and listen for God’s
Word. This is holy ground!
A bush bursts into flame. There is glory all around!
God meets us here. Let us worship God!

Hymn 406 We Are Standing on Holy Ground HOLY GROUND



Confession is a
step toward
holiness.

The Prayer of
[llumination is a
prayer for spiritual
insight.

Call to Confession

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
O Lord our God, we confess that we do not reflect your glory. We remain captivated by
sin. We do not see things clearly. We seek after the wrong things and neglect what is
good. But still, you meet us in your glory to call us away from evil. Teach us to answer
your call. Let us no longer be bound by our mistakes and sins, but set us free to worship

and serve you; through Jesus Christ Amen.
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession

Declaration of Good News

Gloria Patri Henry Greatorix
Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world without end, A-men.

Passing the Peace of Christ
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace. Let us share it with one another.

Hearing the Word

Prayer for lllumination

First Testament Reading Exodus 3:1-15
It Started with a Burning Bush
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of
the LorD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was
blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great
sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the LoORD saw that he had turned aside
to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then
he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God. Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who
are in Egypt; | have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their
sufferings, and | have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the
country of the Canaanites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; | have also seen how
the Egyptians oppress them. So come, | will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh,
and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign
for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say
to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.” He said further,
“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.”” God also said to Moses, “Thus
you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and
this my title for all generations.



Communion
brings spiritual
nourishment for
our living as
citizens of the

Kingdom of God.

Anthem Panis Angelicus César Franck
The angel's bread becomes the bread of men
The heavenly bread ends all symbols
Oh, miraculous thing! The body of the Lord will nourish
The poor, poor, and humble servant
The poor, poor, and humble servant

Epistle Reading Romans 12:9-21
The Christian’s Duty to Love

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. Do not repay anyone evil for evil,

but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave

room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No,

“if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by

doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome

evil with good.

Sermon A Love Letter from an Old Flame Matthew Covington

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Offering

Offertory Meditation on Old Irish Melody C. V. Stanford

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament

All Sit

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Christ invites us to this Holy Feast. The abundance of God’s grace meets our need here. We
are fed, and it is enough. The Table becomes sacred, as we meet Christ here. The Bread and
Wine become holy, as a memorial to Jesus’ extravagant offering of his body and his blood.
The Table is here. It remains constantly in the center of the chancel of our church’s sanctuary.
We can return to it again and again, and so we do.
All are invited and all are welcome. Come, for the meal is ready!



With the saints in
light and the saints
around us here,
we sing!

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise...

Therefore we praise you, joining the song of the universal church and the heavenly choir.

Hymn 559 Sanctus SANCTUS (Harling)
(congregational response)
Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,
heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry.
Ho-san-na in the high-est.
Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.

The Communion of the People
As you pass the elements to the person next to you, you may say, “Christ’s body was broken for you, ” and
“Christ’s blood was shed for you.”

Music at Communion
Please join Wayne as he leads us in hymns during the Lord’s Supper.

510 We Gather Here In Jesus Name COME, SHARE THE LORD
507 Come to the Table of Grace TABLE OF GRACE
518 Your Only Son LAMB OF GOD

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World

Closing Hymn 826 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER
Benediction

Postlude Saraband Wilbur Held

* *% *% * Kk k

WELCOME VISITORS!

We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table on the
Right in the downstairs entrance hall. Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always know that a

cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation.

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street , Bowling Green, KY 42101

270-843-4707 + www.bgpres.org



http://www.bgpres.org/

Elders: Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby
Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia Roberts, Julie Wedge; Class of 2026-Pam Bratcher, Rachel Crocker, J.B. Hines, Susan
Howard, Mike Kanan Deacons: Class of 2024 Trudy Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class
of 2025-Barbara Brindle, Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, Fred Trickey; Class of 2026-Georgeanna Capito, Kim
Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Brianna Trickey

Donate Online: The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our
website (right) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your
smart phone. You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give

Announcements Calendar
USHERS: The Polen and Thomison families Sund@y, September 3
COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE: Wyatt Edmunds, Hailey Goodwin, 8:30am.  Fellowship

9:15a.m.  Sunday School
10:30 a.m.  Worship

Monday, September 4 - Labor Day
9:00am. GOD/DOG is Love

Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson
COMMUNION SERVERS: Pam Bratcher, Buzz English,
Susan Howard, Mike Kanan, Julia Roberts, Debbie Trickey,

Larry Warden, Julie Wedge Church Office Closed
MEDIA PERSONNEL: David Clarke. Lillan Hargesheimer Tuesday, September 5
NURSERY:: Alisia Simmons, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, 11:00 am. Special Care
Hailey Gadberry 2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting
Wednesday, September 6
LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY September 10: Exodus 12:1-14; 7:00am.  Breakfast Group (Teresa’s)

Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20. 5:45p.m.  Chancel Choir

Friday, September 8

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING has been called to occur 7:30am.  Mens: Breakfast (Lisa’s)

following worship on September 10 for the purpose of electing the
members of the Nominating Committee for 2023-24 and to formally
elect Phil Burkeen to the office of Deacon, Class of 2027.

TODAY
THE AFTER CHURCH EATING OUT GROUP will not meet on Labor Day weekend, but will join back together on
Sunday, September 10 for lunch at the Olive Garden Italian Restaurant, 3220 Scottsville Road. Everyone is welcome!

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES & Special Enrichment Programs for Children
Coffee and Conversation Class- Reading Uncommon Ground by Timothy Keller & John Inazu
Christian Thought Class- “Why Are Presbyterians Like That?”
Preschool Sunday School- Children ages 3-5
Godly Play Sunday School - Children in kindergarten through 5" grade
Children’s Music Program- Children in kindergarten through 5™ grade
Children’s Church- Children ages 5 to 6™ grade, after the Passing of the Peace
Junior and Senior High Sunday School- Young people in grades 6-12 meet in the Youth Room

AN EXHIBIT COMMEMORATING MYRA DWYER is hanging in the fellowship hall. Reflecting a keen sensitivity to
texture, color and patterns, Myra’s paintings radiate with courage and energy. This memorable exhibit, made possible by Myra’s
daughters, will hang until October 12.

COMING UP:

CELEBRATE TOM! Please join us to honor and show our appreciation to Tom Moody for his 58 years of service as
Organist at the Preshyterian Church! The reception will be on Sunday, September 24 at 11:30am in Fellowship Hall. Save the
date!



OUR CHANCEL CHOIR meeting time has changed to 5:45pm on Wednesdays, until further notice.

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING has been called to occur following worship on September 10 for the purpose of electing
the members of the Nominating Committee for 2023-24 and to formally elect Phil Burkeen to the office of Deacon, Class of
2027.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC WILL RESUME on Sunday morning, September 10" at 9:15am. During building repairs the group
will meet in the Children’s Church room. We welcome Beth Pope as our new Children’s Music director!

DEACONS will meet in September on Tuesday, September 12 at 5:00pm in the Conference Room. There will be a joint
officers’ meeting as well, at 6:00pm on that day.

CHAIR YOGA will not meet on Tuesday, September 5%. Yoga will resume the following week.

SATURDAY MEALS—Sept. 23: We need a couple of drivers, BUT, more importantly, we need to fill all areas inside doing
packing, kitchen, cleanup and drivers for the Presbyterian Saturday, which is September 23rd. Please contact me (Lovelyn) at
629/368-2103 or lovelynab@yahoo.com. Thank you all in advance. | look forward to hearing from and working with you.

SAVE THE DATE: Sunset Reprise featuring Jazz West. September 30, 2023. 5:30-7:30 at SoOKY Market Place. An
outreach mission as part of the Peggy Pack Concert Series, the concert will feature jazz music and amenities (food trucks,
tables/chairs, beverages) in a fun, family atmosphere. Tell all your friends! Jazz West is a collective of professional jazz
musicians from the Western Kentucky area. Wayne Pope, Marshall Scott, Ryan Jones, Jim Long and Dean Hughes with special
guest vocalist, Beth Pope.

CECELIA MEMORIAL FALL GIVEAWAY - October 7, 2023 from 9am to 1pm at 716 College Street. For more
information or to make donations contact Lovelyn-619/368-2103 or leave a message at 270/935-5110.

OTHER NEWS:
HEARING LOOP headsets (for sound amplification) are available in the narthex for those need one. Ask an usher if you’d
like to use one.

PEW PADS We ask the congregation to please sign in on the pew pads, and pass them to your pew neighbors. The information
helps us with attendance numbers and in keeping contact information up to date.

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, September 4th in observance of Labor Day.

We express sympathy to Robin Sumner and her family in the death of her father and
church member Bob Hunt, who died August 28, 2023.

The Presbyterian Church Staff

Pastor Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Organist, Pastoral Assistant Thomas N. Moody
Choir Director Dr. Wayne Pope
Youth Ministries David Clarke
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson
Treasurer Steve Moore
Secretary Cheryl Gregory
Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins
Custodian Cedric Whitney
Clerk of Session Tim Leigh
Sunday Sexton Sara Parkerson

Sound Attendant Lillian Hargesheimer
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